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China and the Mekong: 

               an uncertain future

Editor’s note

7KH�0HNRQJ�LV�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD¶V�ORQJHVW�ULYHU��EXW�DOPRVW�KDOI�RI�LWV�FRXUVH�LV�LQ�&KLQD��)URP�LWV�VRXUFH�
LQ�7LEHW�� WKH� ULYHU� VQDNHV� LWV�ZD\� WKRXJK�&KLQD¶V� VRXWKZHVWHUQ�<XQQDQ�SURYLQFH��0\DQPDU��/DRV��
7KDLODQG�DQG�&DPERGLD��EHIRUH�VSLOOLQJ�RXW�LQWR�WKH�6RXWK�&KLQD�6HD�LQ�9LHWQDP���

(DFK�RI� WKHVH� FRXQWULHV� KDV� LWV� RZQ�DPELWLRXV�K\GURSRZHU�SODQV��6L[�PDVVLYH�GDPV� DUH� DOUHDG\�
LQ� RSHUDWLRQ�RU� XQGHU� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� LQ�&KLQD�RQ� WKH�XSSHU�0HNRQJ� �NQRZQ�DV� WKH�/DQFDQJ���ZLWK�
PDQ\�PRUH� LQ� WKH�SLSHOLQH��(OHYHQ�GDPV� DUH�SURSRVHG� DORQJ� WKH�PDLQVWUHDP�RI� WKH�/RZHU�0HNRQJ�
LQ�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD��7KH�FXPXODWLYH�HIIHFWV�RI� WKHVH�GDPV�RQ� WKH�0HNRQJ¶V� ULFK�ELRGLYHUVLW\�DQG�¿VK�
SRSXODWLRQ�KDYH�DODUPHG�VFLHQWLVWV��FDPSDLJQHUV�DQG�QHLJKERXULQJ�JRYHUQPHQWV��7KH� ORZHU�0HNRQJ�
UHJLRQ�LV�KRPH�WR����PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH��XS�WR�����RI�ZKRP�GHSHQG�XSRQ�WKH�ULYHU�IRU�WKHLU�OLYHOLKRRG��

7KH�0HNRQJ� UHJLRQ� LV� JRLQJ� WKURXJK� D� UDSLG�SHULRG�RI� FKDQJH� DV� FRXQWULHV� YLH� WR� GHYHORS� WKHLU�
HFRQRPLHV�DQG�IRUJH�HQHUJ\��WUDGH�DQG�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�OLQNV��7KH�0HNRQJ�ULYHU�ZLOO�SOD\�D�FUXFLDO�UROH�
DV�K\GUR�SRZHUKRXVH�DQG�WUDQVSRUW�FKDQQHO�WR�VXSSRUW�WKLV�JURZWK���

In this special report, chinadialogue�H[SORUHV�WKH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�DORQJ�WKH�
0HNRQJ��

3DUW���H[DPLQHV�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�&KLQD¶V�QHZ�SODQV�WR�GRXEOH�K\GURSRZHU�FDSDFLW\�E\�������PDLQO\�
E\�EXLOGLQJ�GDPV�RQ�WKH�0HNRQJ�DQG�RWKHU�ULYHUV�LQ�VRXWKZHVW�FKLQD��DQG�SURYLGHV�D�JOLPSVH�LQWR�WKH�
SROLWLFDO�FRQÀLFW�RYHU�K\GURSRZHU�LQ�<XQQDQ�SURYLQFH��

,Q�3DUW����0HQJ�6L�UHSRUWV�RQ�WKH�UHVHWWOHPHQW�ULJKWV�RI�YLOODJHUV�GLVSODFHG�E\�GDPV�DORQJ�WKH�0HNRQJ�
5LYHU�

3DUW���H[DPLQHV�GHYHORSPHQWV�GRZQVWUHDP��/DRV¶�SODQV�WR�IRUJH�DKHDG�ZLWK�LWV�RZQ�FRQWURYHUVLDO�GDP�
SODQV�GHVSLWH�SURWHVW� IURP� LWV�QHLJKERXUV� DQG� WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� FRPPXQLW\�� DQG�KRZ�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�
ZLOO�H[DFHUEDWH�SROOXWLRQ��VDOLQLW\�DQG�ÀRRGLQJ�SUREOHPV�IRU�IDUPHUV�LQ�WKH�0HNRQJ�GHOWD�
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中国为大型水坝工程开绿灯
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मࡋ䦛ᕲࡽ

ЅмҴ৭ԣܾԗԳЈ೩҃՝۪
䩟ӛᇎ૯ԵࡄһӈϽៜ֞߇сח
тӊݙেҙ֍䦚ױ༛֥۽ϣо䩟
ԷؚЎղርмϡ౦ߵ֏вس߹
ሱ䦚

ϨЅммࠖࡨ����ёԏ֊т

ϡ���������ёЌҲਢЅ䩟Ҵ
৭ԣҴԗϨଖ䩛ຩޟ䩜䦙ᐐ
ፅ䩛ὧԍ૯䩜䦙йߵჀে
䩛ޭࠁ૦ࠁئ૯䩜Ե䦧࡙ۯԐ҃
һӈтࣁ䦨䦚ϸԈ૯ԵϤҪ֧חӊ
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֏䦚Ѽґ䩟ϸԈڋਢϡоࡣݡ
аЅмूϡू೫ԗϿтТবЅ
ϡԳϽ׆Ը䦚

中国批准在雅鲁藏布江中游建设三座新大坝的消息引发了印度媒体的担忧。

© xiaohaidacong
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&KLQD�KDV�FRQ¿UPHG�LW�ZLOO�UHVXUUHFW�D�VHULHV�RI�
FRQWURYHUVLDO�K\GURSRZHU�GDPV�LQ�VRXWK�ZHVW�&KLQD�RQ�
ULYHUV�RULJLQDWLQJ�RQ�WKH�7LEHWDQ�3ODWHDX��FDXVLQJ�ULSSOHV�RI�
FRQVWHUQDWLRQ�IURP�,QGLD�DQG�RWKHU�GRZQVWUHDP�QHLJKERXUV�

7KH���������HQHUJ\�VHFWRU�EOXHSULQW��UHOHDVHG�E\�&KLQD¶V�
6WDWH�&RXQFLO�LQ�)HEUXDU\��FRQ¿UPHG��SODQV�WR�³DFWLYHO\�
SXVK�IRUZDUG�ZLWK�K\GURSRZHU�GHYHORSPHQW´�LQ�WKH�

1X��6DOZHHQ���/DQFDQJ��0HNRQJ��DQG�<DUOXQJ�=DQJER�
�%UDKPDSXWUD��ULYHU�EDVLQV�±�DOO�LQ�HFRORJLFDOO\�VHQVLWLYH�
DQG�VHLVPLFDOO\�DFWLYH�UHJLRQV�RI�<XQQDQ�SURYLQFH�DQG�
7LEHW��DQG�DOO�DORQJ�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�VKDUHG�ULYHUV�

7KHVH�SODQV�PDUN�D�PXFK�DQWLFLSDWHG�VWHS�FKDQJH�LQ�
JRYHUQPHQW�SROLF\��DZD\�IURP�WKH�PRUH�FDXWLRXV�DSSURDFK�
WR�GDP�EXLOGLQJ�LQ�HFRORJLFDOO\�DQG�VHLVPLFDOO\�VHQVLWLYH�

China gives green light to new 

era of mega-dams

China will resurrect series of controversial hydropower dams in south-west China 

on rivers originating on the Tibetan Plateau

%HWK�:DONHU

Approval of three more dams on the middle reaches of the Yarlung Zangbo River has triggered concerns in India.

         © xiaohaidacong

© ևჂ॓ښҞ֥ӽ
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© ևჂ॓ښҞ֥ӽ

regions of the past decade.

:HQ�-LDEDR
V�WHQXUH�DV�&KLQHVH�SUHPLHU�VDZ�D�QXPEHU�RI�
SURMHFWV�VKHOYHG��2QO\�D�WKLUG�RI�VFKHPHV�LGHQWL¿HG�DV�D�
SULRULW\�DFWXDOO\�ZHQW�DKHDG�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������%XW�
WKH�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�&KLQD¶V�HQHUJ\�QHHGV��LQWHQVLYH�OREE\LQJ�
E\�PDMRU�GDP�EXLOGHUV�DQG�HOHFWULFLW\�FRPSDQLHV�DQG�
DPELWLRXV�SODQV�WR�PHHW�ORZ�FDUERQ�LQWHQVLW\�JRDOV�LQ�WKH�
��WK�)LYH�<HDU�3ODQ�KDYH�RSHQHG�WKH�ZD\�IRU�D�IUHVK�URXQG�
RI�GDP�EXLOGLQJ��6RPH�����JLJDZDWWV�RI�QHZ�K\GURSRZHU�
ZLOO�EHJLQ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�E\������QDWLRQZLGH��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
the plan.

$SSURYDO�RI�WKUHH�GDP�SURMHFWV�RQ�WKH�PLGGOH�UHDFKHV�RI�WKH�
<DUOXQJ�=DQJER�5LYHU��NQRZQ�DV�WKH�%UDKPDSXWUD�RQFH�LW�
UHDFKHV�,QGLD���KDV�WULJJHUHG�FRQFHUQV�LQ�,QGLDQ�PHGLD�DERXW�
SRVVLEOH�LPSDFW�RQ�GRZQVWUHDP�ÀRZV��&RQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�
����PHJDZDWW�=DQJPX�GDP��WKH�ULYHU¶V�¿UVW�ODUJH�VFDOH�
K\GURSRZHU�VWDWLRQ��LV�DOUHDG\�XQGHU�ZD\�

)RUHLJQ�PLQLVWU\�VSRNHVPDQ�+RQJ�/HL�TXLFNO\�PRYHG�WR�
FODULI\�&KLQD¶V�VWDQFH�RQ�H[SORLWLQJ�WKH�<DUOXQJ�=DQJER��
³7KH�&KLQHVH�VLGH�DOZD\V�WDNHV�D�UHVSRQVLEOH�DWWLWXGH�
WRZDUGV�WKH�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�FURVV�ERUGHU�ULYHUV�DQG�HYHU\�
QHZ�SURMHFW�ZLOO�EH�SODQQHG�DQG�UHDVRQHG�LQ�D�VFLHQWL¿F�ZD\�
�EHIRUH�EHLQJ�VWDUWHG��´�KH�VDLG��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�;LQKXD�

,QGLDQ�RI¿FLDOV�KDYH�DOVR�XUJHG�FDOP��%XW�ZLWKLQ�
JRYHUQPHQW��WKHUH�DUH�DGYRFDWHV�RI�XUJHQW�GDPPLQJ�RI�WKH�
ZDWHUV�RI�WKH�%UDKPDSXWUD�LQ�$VVDP�DQG�$UXQDFKDO�3UDGHVK�
�ZKHUH�����PHJD�GDPV�DUH�VODWHG���ZKLFK�LQ�WXUQ�PDNHV�
%DQJODGHVK�XQHDV\�

1RWDEOH�LV�WKH�ODFN�RI�PHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�PRUH�FRQWHQWLRXV�GDP�
VODWHG�IRU�WKH�³JUHDW�EHQG´�LQ�&KLQD��EHIRUH�WKH�<DUOXQJ�
=DQJER�VZLQJV�URXQG�LQWR�,QGLD�DQG�WKURXJK�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�
GHHSHVW�FDQ\RQ��+HUH��D�PDVVLYH��������PHJDZDWW�GDP��RYHU�
WZLFH�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�7KUHH�*RUJHV�GDP��LV�XQGHU�DFWLYH�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�EXW�LV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�EXLOW�RQO\�DIWHU�UHODWHG�
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�XOWUD�KLJK�YROWDJH�SRZHU�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�
OLQHV�DUH�FRPSOHWH�

7KH�HQHUJ\�EOXHSULQW�DOVR�PHQWLRQV�QLQH�K\GUR�SURMHFWV�RQ�
WKH�/DQFDQJ��XSSHU�0HNRQJ���ZKLFK�ZLOO�KDYH�NQRFN�RQ�
HIIHFWV�IRU�ZDWHU�ÀRZ��¿VKHULHV�DQG�DJULFXOWXUH�IRU�WKH����
PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�OLYLQJ�LQ�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD�

:LWKLQ�&KLQD��DWWHQWLRQ�KDV�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�UHYLYDO�RI�
FRQWURYHUVLDO�SODQV�WR�GDP�WKH�1X�5LYHU�LQ�<XQQDQ�SURYLQFH��
HLJKW�\HDUV�DIWHU�WKHVH�ZHUH�VXVSHQGHG�GXH�WR�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
FRQFHUQV�LQ�RQH�RI�WKH�ELJJHVW�WULXPSKV�WR�GDWH�RI�&KLQD¶V�
JUHHQ�DFWLYLVWV�

³7KLV�LV�UHDOO\�VKRFNLQJ�´�VDLG�/L�%R��D�GLUHFWRU�DW�)ULHQGV�
RI�1DWXUH��D�OHDGLQJ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�JURXS�TXRWHG�LQ�WKH�
South China Morning Post��³7KHUH�ZHUH�VLJQV�GXULQJ�WKH�
SDVW�\HDU�WKDW�PHJD�GDPV�ZHUH�VWDJLQJ�D�FRPHEDFN�DIWHU�
EHLQJ�SXW�RQ�KROG�IRU�\HDUV��EXW�,
P�VWLOO�VKRFNHG�E\�WKH�
ODFN�RI�WUDQVSDUHQF\�LQ�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�SURFHVV�EHKLQG�
WKLV�´

7KH�6WDWH�&RXQFLO¶V�K\GUR�SODQV�VKRXOG�QRW�FRPH�DV�
D�VXUSULVH��QRQH�RI�WKH�SURMHFWV�DUH�QHZ��±�EXW�WKH�
DQQRXQFHPHQW�ZLOO�KDVWHQ�D�EURDGHU�K\GUR�IXHOOHG�LQGXVWULDO�
GHYHORSPHQW�ERRP�LQ�VRXWKZHVW�&KLQD�DQG�7LEHW�DV�ORFDO�
JRYHUQPHQW�XVH�QHZ�SRZHU�VRXUFHV�WR�H[SORLW�WKH�DUHD¶V�
ULFK�PLQHUDO�UHVRXUFHV�

'DPV�RQ�&KLQD¶V�IUDJLOH�VRXWK�ZHVW�UHJLRQ�QRZ�VHHP�D�
IRUHJRQH�FRQFOXVLRQ��EXW�WKRUQ\�SUREOHPV�RI�HFRORJ\��
JHRORJ\�DQG�SROLWLFV�ZLOO�QRW�JR�DZD\�

:LWKLQ�&KLQD��URZV�RYHU�WKH�VDIHW\�RI�ODUJH�GDP�FDVFDGHV�LQ�
HDUWKTXDNH�SURQH�VRXWK�ZHVW�&KLQD�KDYH�KHDWHG�XS�LQ�UHFHQW�
PRQWKV�IROORZLQJ�UHYHODWLRQV�WKDW�����OLH�LQ�]RQHV�RI�KLJK�
VHLVPLF�KD]DUG�

$QG�QHZV�RI�WKHVH�SODQV�ZLOO�GR�OLWWOH�IRU�&KLQD¶V�GLSORPDWLF�
UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�GRZQVWUHDP�$VLDQ�FRXQWULHV��&KLQD�KDV�QR�
IRUPDO�DJUHHPHQWV�ZLWK�LWV�QHLJKERXUV�RQ�WKH�XVH�RI�
WUDQV�ERXQGDU\�ULYHUV�DQG�KDV�VKRZQ�OLWWOH�HQWKXVLDVP�IRU�
HQJDJLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRPSOH[�SURFHVV�RI�GUDZLQJ�WKHVH�XS��RU�
RIIHULQJ�XS�DQ\�JRRG�ZLOO�GDWD�

Beth Walker is editor of thethirdpole.net
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ጷԮڀ䦚ԷЅ䩟эт۱ѓᐐፅ
䩛ὧԍ૯ϼղ૯ݫ䩜䦙ଖ䩛ຩ
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мрϡ۱೯䩟НЌцघϿфТࢲݮ
��юӌؙড়䦚߃॒��ё䩟Ѕмз
ϽϡӈҨԍܗޅЌࠃю����ᘻᐩϡ
ݾ�ὧԍ૯ළһӈۖ䩟ϸϥᐐፅࢿ
Եϡҷϣӏ᭸ៜܴӈۖ䩟э೩Ϧد
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中国未能与湄公河沿岸国家

建立互信关系

ܼ䦛ఔแ

ӎЗ䩟ᐐፅһӈۖޕࠃЇՖ
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截止至2013沧江上的大坝工程一览图。
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澜沧江上的小湾水电站于2010年完工，是世界上最高的大坝之一。 © International Rivers
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&KLQHVH�SODQV�WR�GHYHORS�K\GURHOHFWULF�GDP�SURMHFWV�
RQ�WUDQVERXQGDU\�ULYHUV�FRQWLQXH�WR�DWWUDFW�FRQWURYHUV\��
3URSRVDOV�WR�KDUQHVV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�/DQFDQJ��XSSHU�
0HNRQJ��DQG�1X��XSSHU�6DOZHHQ��ULYHUV��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��
KDYH�EHHQ�IUDPHG�DV�XQLODWHUDO�&KLQHVH�GHYHORSPHQW�
VFKHPHV�WKDW�LJQRUH�WKH�FRQFHUQV�RI�GRZQVWUHDP�FRXQWULHV�
±�0\DQPDU��7KDLODQG��/DRV��&DPERGLD�DQG�9LHWQDP�±�DQG�
ZLWK�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�ZLGHVSUHDG�VRFLDO�DQG�HFRORJLFDO�
GDPDJH��

7KH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�WKH������PHJDZDWW�0DQZDQ�GDP�LQ�
������WKH�¿UVW�RQ�WKH�PDLQVWUHDP�RI�WKH�/DQFDQJ�0HNRQJ��
SDYHG�WKH�ZD\�IRU�&KLQD¶V�ODUJHVW�SRZHU�FRPSDQ\��
+XDQHQJ��WR�SXUVXH�LWV�SODQV�IRU�DQ�HLJKW�GDP�FDVFDGH�
RQ�WKH�/DQFDQJ�GHVLJQHG�WR�H[SRUW�SRZHU�DV�IDU�DZD\�DV�
*XDQJGRQJ�SURYLQFH�LQ�WKH�IDU�VRXWK�HDVW�

+RZHYHU��WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�VHHPHG�WR�FKDQJH�LQ�HDUO\�������
ZKHQ�WKHQ�SUHPLHU�:HQ�-LDEDR�FDOOHG�D�KDOW�WR�D�VHFRQG�
PDMRU�K\GURHOHFWULF�FDVFDGH�RQ�WKH�QHDUE\�1X�5LYHU��ZKLFK�
UXQV�URXJKO\�SDUDOOHO�WR�WKH�/DQFDQJ�WKURXJK�VRXWK�ZHVW�
&KLQD¶V�<XQQDQ�SURYLQFH��(QYLURQPHQWDO�DFWLYLVWV�LQ�&KLQD�
DQG�RYHUVHDV�DSSODXGHG�WKH�GHFLVLRQ��+XDGLDQ��&KLQD¶V�
VHFRQG�ODUJHVW�SRZHU�FRPSDQ\��KDG�SODQQHG�D�VHULHV�RI����
GDPV�ZLWK�D�FRPELQHG�JHQHUDWLQJ�FDSDFLW\�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�
�������PHJDZDWWV�IRU�WKH�1X��URXJKO\�WKH�HTXLYDOHQW�RI�WKH�
7KUHH�*RUJHV�'DP���

:HQ�FODLPHG�WKDW�+XDGLDQ�KDG�IDLOHG�WR�FRPSO\�ZLWK�WKH�
FRXQWU\¶V�UHFHQWO\�LPSOHPHQWHG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�LPSDFW�
DVVHVVPHQW�ODZ��D�PRYH�REVHUYHUV�VDZ�DV�D�VLJQ�RI�WKH�
JURZLQJ�VWUHQJWK�RI�&KLQD¶V�HQYLURQPHQWDO�UHJXODWRU\�
DSSDUDWXV��<HW�SUHOLPLQDU\�ZRUN�IRU�VRPH�RI�WKH�1X�GDPV��

China fails to build

trust with Mekong neighbours 

As China pushes ahead with a fresh cascade of dams on the Mekong River, 

SROLWLFLDQV�DQG�GDP�EXLOGHUV�KDYH�GRQH�OLWWOH�WR�EXLOG�FRQ¿GHQFH�GRZQVWUHDP

'DUULQ�0DJHH

Status of hydroelectric dams on the Lancang in Yunnan (2013).
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LQFOXGLQJ�VLWH�WHVWLQJ�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�UHVHWWOHPHQW�
YLOODJHV��KDV�FUHSW�IRUZDUG��DQG�LW�LV�H[SHFWHG�WKDW�DW�OHDVW�
IRXU�RI�WKH�SURMHFWV�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�RI¿FLDO�OLFHQVH�WR�SURFHHG�
XQGHU�;L�-LQSLQJ¶V�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�

$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��GHYHORSPHQW�RQ�WKH�/DQFDQJ�KDV�
SURFHHGHG�DSDFH��6L[�GDPV�RI�WKH�HLJKW�RULJLQDOO\�SODQQHG�
IRU�WKH�ORZHU�DQG�PLGGOH�VWUHWFKHV�RI�WKH�ULYHU��IURP�FHQWUDO�
<XQQDQ�VRXWK�WR�WKH�/DR�ERUGHU��DUH�HLWKHU�¿QLVKHG�RU�
XQGHUZD\�

$QG�ZLWK�WKH�PHGLD�VSRWOLJKW�WUDLQHG�RQ�WKH�1X��ZRUN�RQ�D�
VHFRQG�VHULHV�RI�/DQFDQJ�GDPV�KDV�FRQWLQXHG�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�
GHFDGH��7KHVH�GDPV�DUH�EHLQJ�EXLOW�LQ�DUHDV�ZKHUH�URDGV�
DQG�SRZHU�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DUH�SRRU��ZKHUH�ORFDO�
SRSXODWLRQV��PDQ\�RI�ZKRP�DUH�HWKQLF�PLQRULWLHV��DUH�RIWHQ�
PDUJLQDOLVHG��DQG�ZKHUH�ORFDO�HOHFWULFLW\�GHPDQG�VLPSO\�
GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�WKH�TXDQWLW\�RI�SRZHU�WKDW�GDPV�RI�WKLV�
VFDOH�ZLOO�SURYLGH��<HW�OLNH�WKRVH�RQ�WKH�ORZHU�UHDFKHV�RI�WKH�
ULYHU��WKH\�DUH�DOO�ELOOHG�DV�NH\�WR�UXUDO�SRYHUW\�DOOHYLDWLRQ�
DQG�LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�UHPRWH�DQG�UHODWLYHO\�XQGHYHORSHG�DUHDV�
LQWR�WKH�LQGXVWULDO�DQG�XUEDQ�HQJLQHV�LQ�HDVWHUQ�&KLQD�

7KH�XSSHU�/DQFDQJ�FDVFDGH�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�D�QXPEHU�RI�GDPV�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�7LEHWDQ�$XWRQRPRXV�5HJLRQ�RQ�WKH�=DTX��DV�WKH�
/DQFDQJ�LV�NQRZQ�WKHUH���ZKHUH�WKH�VRFLDO�DQG�HFRORJLFDO�

XQFHUWDLQWLHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�SURMHFW�RI�VXFK�VFDOH�PD\�
EH�HYHQ�JUHDWHU��9HU\�OLWWOH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�SXEOLFO\�DYDLODEOH�
DERXW�WKHVH�GDPV��DQG�ZKDW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�H[LVWV�LV�XQUHOLDEOH�

)RU�&KLQHVH�K\GURSRZHU�SODQQHUV��WKH�ORJLF�LV�VLPSOH��KLJK�
OHYHOV�RI�K\GURSRZHU�GHYHORSPHQW�FRUUHODWH�ZLWK�KLJK�
OHYHOV�RI�RYHUDOO�HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW��(XURSH�DQG�WKH�
86��HDFK�ZLWK�YHU\�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�K\GURSRZHU�H[SORLWDWLRQ��
DUH�VHHQ�DV�SURRI�RI�WKLV��&KLQD�KROGV�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�JUHDWHVW�
K\GURSRZHU�SRWHQWLDO��HVWLPDWHG�DW�RYHU�����JLJDZDWWV��DQG�
D�KRVW�RI�LWV�WRS�OHDGHUV�KDYH�EDFNJURXQGV�LQ�K\GURSRZHU�
HQJLQHHULQJ��8QUHOLDEOH�RU�LQVXI¿FLHQW�HOHFWULFLW\�KDV�QR�
SODFH�LQ�D�IXWXUH�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�UDSLG�DQG�VXVWDLQHG�HFRQRPLF�
GHYHORSPHQW��DQG�PRUH�WKDQ�KDOI�RI�&KLQD¶V�K\GURHOHFWULF�
SRWHQWLDO�UHPDLQV�XQWDSSHG��7KH�FDVH�IRU�K\GURSRZHU�LV�
IXUWKHU�VWUHQJWKHQHG�E\�LWV�UHSXWDWLRQ�DV�D�ORZ�FDUERQ�
HQHUJ\�VRXUFH�

)RU�ORFDO�RI¿FLDOV�LQ�VRXWKZHVW�&KLQD¶V�<XQQDQ�SURYLQFH��
WKH�ORJLF�RI�FRQVWUXFWLQJ�ODUJH�VFDOH�K\GURSRZHU��WKRXVDQGV�
RI�NLORPHWUHV�DZD\�IURP�NH\�ORDG�FHQWUHV��LV�DOVR�FOHDU��
<XQQDQ�LV�KRPH�WR�URXJKO\�D�TXDUWHU�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�
K\GURSRZHU�SRWHQWLDO�WKDQNV�WR�LWV�VWHHS�PRXQWDLQV�DQG�
YROXPLQRXV�ULYHUV��DW�OHDVW�GXULQJ�WKH�UDLQ\�VHDVRQ���$QG�
WKRXJK�WKH�SRZHU�JULG�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DFURVV�PXFK�RI�WKH�
VRXWKZHVW�LV�UHODWLYHO\�IUDLO�DQG�RSHUDWHV�DW�ORZ�YROWDJHV�

The Xiaowan dam on the Lancang River was completed in 2010 and is one of the tallest dams in the world.

© International Rivers
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XQVXLWDEOH�IRU�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�WUDQVIHU�RI�ODUJH�TXDQWLWLHV�RI�
HOHFWULFDO�HQHUJ\��WKLV�LV�FKDQJLQJ�UDSLGO\��

&KLQD�6RXWKHUQ�*ULG�LV�EX\LQJ�XS�ORFDO�JULGV��XSJUDGLQJ�
DQG�LQWHJUDWLQJ�WKHP�

0RUH�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�WKH�PHJD�VFDOH�GDPV�RSHUDWLQJ�RQ�
DQG�HQYLVLRQHG�IRU�WKH�/DQFDQJ��1X��DQG�-LQVKD��XSSHU�
<DQJW]H��LV�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�XOWUD�KLJK�YROWDJH�GLUHFW�
FXUUHQW�SRZHU�OLQHV�FDSDEOH�RI�WUDQVPLWWLQJ�SRZHU�RYHU�ORQJ�
GLVWDQFHV�PRUH�VDIHO\�DQG�ZLWK�IHZHU�SRZHU�ORVVHV�WKDQ�
H[LVWLQJ�OLQHV�

Nervous neighbours

6R�ZKDW�GRHV�/DQFDQJ�K\GURSRZHU�GHYHORSPHQW�PHDQ�IRU�
&KLQD¶V�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�LWV�GRZQVWUHDP�QHLJKERXUV"�7KH�DUHD�
GUDLQHG�E\�WKH�ULYHU�LV�KRPH�WR����PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH��PDQ\�
RI�ZKRP�GHSHQG�GLUHFWO\�RQ�WKH�ULYHU�DQG�LWV�DVVRFLDWHG�
ZDWHUZD\V�IRU�WKHLU�OLYHOLKRRGV��'RZQVWUHDP�OHDGHUV�
DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�ZRUU\�DERXW�WKH�LPSDFWV�&KLQHVH�GDPV�
PLJKW�KDYH�RQ�ZDWHU�DYDLODELOLW\��VHGLPHQW�WUDQVSRUW��¿VK�
PLJUDWLRQ�DQG�ULYHU�HFRV\VWHPV�

&RQFHUQV�DERXW�ZDWHU�DYDLODELOLW\�DUH�QRW�XQIRXQGHG�LQ�D�
UHJLRQ�ZKHUH�VXPPHU�PRQVRRQV�EULQJ�WRUUHQWLDO�UDLQV�EXW�
ZKHUH�WKH�GU\�VHDVRQ�FDQ�VHH�SUHFLRXV�OLWWOH�SUHFLSLWDWLRQ��
7KH�YROXPH�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�FDVFDGH¶V�UHVHUYRLUV��URXJKO\����
ELOOLRQ�FXELF�PHWUHV��LV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�HTXLYDOHQW�WR�����
RI�WKH�0HNRQJ¶V�PHDQ�DQQXDO�GLVFKDUJH��7KH�GDPV�ZLWK�
WKH�WZR�ODUJHVW�UHVHUYRLUV��;LDRZDQ�DQG�1XR]KDGX�RQ�WKH�
ORZHU�UHDFK��RFFXS\�PRUH�WKDQ�KDOI�WKDW�FDSDFLW\��:LWK�
;LDRZDQ�FRPSOHWH�DQG�1XR]KDGX�H[SHFWHG�WR�¿OO�LQ�������
GRZQVWUHDP�XVHUV�IHDU�&KLQD�PLJKW�³EDQN´�ZDWHU�LQ�ODUJH�
UHVHUYRLUV�GXULQJ�WKH�UDLQ\�VHDVRQ�IRU�PRUH�FRQWUROOHG�
UHOHDVH�GXULQJ�WKH�GU\�VHDVRQ��

,Q�HDUO\�������DV�WKH�ORZHU�0HNRQJ�FRXQWULHV�VXIIHUHG�XQGHU�
D�ZLGHVSUHDG�DQG�SHUVLVWHQW�GURXJKW��PDQ\�DFFXVHG�WKH�
&KLQHVH�RI�H[DFHUEDWLQJ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�E\�¿OOLQJ�WKH�UHVHUYRLU�
RQ�WKH�UHFHQWO\�FRPSOHWHG�;LDRZDQ�GDP��&KLQHVH�RI¿FLDOV�
DQG�GDP�GHYHORSHUV�UHVSRQGHG�E\�LQYLWLQJ�GRZQVWUHDP�
RI¿FLDOV�WR�YLVLW�WKH�GDP�VLWH��DQG�E\�SURPLVLQJ�JUHDWHU�

WUDQVSDUHQF\�DQG�GDWD�VKDULQJ��D�SURPLVH�DV�\HW�XQIXO¿OOHG�
&RQFHUQV�RYHU�VHGLPHQW�WUDSSLQJ�DOVR�KDYH�VRPH�EDVLV��
'DPV�WUDS�VLOW�WKDW�ZRXOG�RWKHUZLVH�EH�WUDQVSRUWHG�
GRZQVWUHDP��UHWDLQLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�UHVHUYRLUV�¿QHO\�JURXQG�
PDWHULDO�WKDW�ZRXOG�QRUPDOO\�FRQWULEXWH�WR�EHDFKHV�DQG�
LVODQGV�LQ�WKH�ULYHU�DQG�SURYLGH�YLWDO�QXWULHQWV�WR�ORZODQGV�
GXULQJ�ÀRRGV��+DYLQJ�ORVW�PXFK�RI�LWV�VHGLPHQW�LQ�WKH�
UHVHUYRLU��ZDWHU�H[LWLQJ�D�GDP�LV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�VFRXU�ULYHU�
EDQNV��HURGH�ULYHU�KDELWDW�DQG�SRWHQWLDOO\�FDXVH�ODQGVFDSH�
LQVWDELOLW\��

&DPERGLD��KRPH�WR�WKH�K\GURORJLFDOO\�XQLTXH�DQG�
H[FHHGLQJO\�SURGXFWLYH��LQ�WHUPV�RI�ULFH�DQG�¿VK��7RQOH�
6DS�ODNH�ULYHU�V\VWHP��KDV�UHDVRQ�WR�VXVSHFW�WKDW�VRPH�RI�
WKH�VLOW�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�ODNH¶V�ULFK�VRLOV�ZLOO�EH�WUDSSHG�
EHKLQG�WKH�/DQFDQJ�GDPV��7KH�NH\�TXHVWLRQ��KRZHYHU��LV�
KRZ�PXFK��VLQFH�0\DQPDU��/DRV��7KDLODQG��9LHWQDP��DQG�
&DPERGLD�DOVR�FRQWULEXWH�VHGLPHQW�WR�WKH�ULYHU�XSVWUHDP�RI�
WKH�ODNH�V\VWHP�

&KLQD¶V�ODFN�RI�PHPEHUVKLS�LQ�WKH��DGPLWWHGO\�ZHDN��
0HNRQJ�5LYHU�&RPPLVVLRQ��LWV�FRQYLFWLRQ�WKDW�GDLO\�
ÀRZ�GDWD�RQ�WUDQVERXQGDU\�ULYHUV�DUH�D�PDWWHU�RI�QDWLRQDO�
VHFUHF\��GHVSLWH�SURPLVHV�WR�LQFUHDVH�GDWD�VKDULQJ���DQG�
LWV�LQVLVWHQFH�RQ�WKH�DEVROXWH�ULJKW�WR�SXUVXH�GHYHORSPHQW�
RQ�ZDWHUV�ZLWKLQ�LWV�VRYHUHLJQ�WHUULWRU\�GR�OLWWOH�WR�EXLOG�
WUXVW�DQG�LQVSLUH�FRQ¿GHQFH�WKDW�&KLQHVH�GDP�GHYHORSHUV�
RU�SROLWLFDO�OHDGHUV�KDYH�UHJLRQDO�LQWHUHVWV�LQ�PLQG��GHVSLWH�
RFFDVLRQDO�FODLPV�WR�WKH�FRQWUDU\��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��VXFK�LV�WKH�
FDVH�ZLWK�PDQ\�RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�WUDQVERXQGDU\�ULYHUV�

,QFUHDVLQJ�VFLHQWL¿F�FROODERUDWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�GDWD�VKDULQJ�
RQ�LVVXHV�VXFK�DV�WKH�VHGLPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�ÀRZ�YROXPHV�
ZRXOG�JR�D�ORQJ�ZD\�WRZDUGV�EXLOGLQJ�WUXVW��UHGXFLQJ�
XQFHUWDLQW\��DQG�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�FRRSHUDWLYH�
PDQDJHPHQW�RI�WKH�/DQFDQJ�0HNRQJ��RQH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�
PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�ULYHU�V\VWHPV��6XFK�FROODERUDWLRQ�FRXOG�WKHQ�
VHUYH�DV�D�PRGHO�IRU�RWKHU�ULYHUV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�VXFK�DV�WKH�
1X�DQG�%UDKPDSXWUD�

Darrin Magee is Associate Professor of Environmental Studies at Hobart 

and William Smith Colleges.
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Ѕмԁὧԍ૯мрׁӑϡूҜพ
֞ӑ䩟ЧёϩϣҋϢٰјࢥϳЗ䩟
јцׁӑϡѴ૮ٹԣֳ䦚јЛ䩭
䦧ѪڹϨऴኜޕැтࣁ䩟ХϥцЅм
ϤԍכϡᆒډՖϼ䩟ϢЙӔҮѯ
ϦϸԈмрѿЄѿЄϡࡾݨ䦚Ԕϥ

јЙ࣊ѼЏՖႾсϴ۬௱䩟ڈ
ᙈЛቔຣԁϢЙϡ৷䦚䦨ٷ

ІԪᦼᠦϡھҰߵࡿ׆٩Ѕм
ϡ઼ग़һӈ࣮ۖ۵Ѕঝйϱ䩟ޝۄ
ЅᦼԮڍϨРЧӪёЅཱྀ౿Ըߤ䦚
ЅքԮڍЇڦаք۪цࡆԈЅм
ґထՊ॒䦚Ϩءࡳډᆒ߹ޕԘ࠱
ѵёᐒҴފϡٿҋс߇ᆒ҃҅ډ
ϼ䩟ք۪ϡחӗٛڊԣࣕ܀۔
Ӹ䦚

Ѕмזὧԍ૯мроט
䦧Ҷӗҷϣ䦨থܴ

ЅмйЄ҇Ҥܴ䩟ԗԷмрҰ
ࣔϡ䦧Ҷӗҙӊϣܷ䦨тࣁথܴоט
Ϻὧԍ૯с߇䦚؎с߇ϡтܼм
рϡ৭ԪЅмࡾޝϡऴኜޕැ࣮۵
ЅЏϺϦҮ௸ӥ䩟ԝҒבۂҡ
��ᏼѤׄϡҙޝჸࢣݚф۰Ёחܚ
ҡфṭᰎᒕֵ॒ὧߵԍբ䩟йݬ
ԍ૯ݾԵϼϡһӈ֞ࡄ䦚

ђϩϨҡфṭᰎᒕ֜цЅ
мఢۯҒځϡᏗࠖҏњ䩟ϸԈ࣮۵
ҥНЌӥѴ۱೯ϡԍכдࡈ䦚֡Р
Ϩֵ۪॒࠭ᐐፅ䩛ὧԍ૯ϼղ䩜
ϼࠃϡࡂӏһӈۖ䩟ЅмӔҮז
ҡԣܾНйцЎղмрԮӊϸԈ
ϼղϽៜӌؙড়ϡ॥لঞҏϤ
ԑ䦚

цӊЅмϡὧԍ૯ርϱЛ䩟
јЙӛӌைϡϤϥ॒ࢲҜ䦚
һӈт࠱ࣁϨЅммֵНйڴґډ
сᄴэ॒֚ࢲಋ䩟ڛоணࣔԛϡ
䦚ᐒҴԑ֞ϽѺݍۏড়߯ຽؙ॒ࢲ
ϡخड़ТѺр॒߯ࢲߵຽभ֠
рرख़ळѕࡲԣܾ䩟ϸԈღϡ
ӑЁҩϺϦЅмϨҡޝۄϡһ
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ӈ࣮۵ϼ䦚

䦧ЅмԜϨԗІѝϡ࠱ҲЋ
фಃ؇֚ಋϡ҂֚оטϺὧԍ૯с
ЙЬϩࣳঙ࠱䦚ϢЙϨм֔ϡࣥ߇
࠱ϡ۟فभЌҨϱՖНٷڈ
ӥᒃ䩟ЇϤϿߎഒϺԷҲЋϡ֚ಋ
䦚䦨॒ܬ

һҨтӈᙈېԘԥҪ

ҡڋਢϨὧԍ૯ݾԵϼࠃ��
ӏһӈۖ䩟ϨԷݒԵϼࠃ��Єӏ䩟
ѓӊזЅҖмоטӈҨ䦚ϸԗϨ
؎мϡЌּՊԁІѼޝ䩛س
ዉ䩜ϡഡҏҽࣔঊϣԿജфղ
ۜ䦚Ԓ֎ֿण୳ૢӛϡὧԍ૯ዉ
֠рᒈѦࡽ䦛࣬୩܋о䩟ὧԍ૯ϥ
Ԓ֎ϼзϽϡֵዉԿ䩟Է֝ݘ
Ԓ֎ࡎһւዉԅ֝ϡײдҏϣ䦚
ҡфṭᰎᒕ���ϡϪטяࠠՁ
ԵϡݒԷߵ༌ὧԍ૯࣊ଃՊԟҪڱ
ֿण䦚Ԕҡֵ॒ϡЄӏὧԍ૯Ͻ
ៜԗܷआ���Єֿ҇णϡІѼና
բዓ䩟ϸҺڏаҙܼݚ��ᙏϡዉԅ
֝ഡ䩟ԚӾӊὧԍ૯ւዉԅ֝ϡ
���䦚ϸԗѯҡфṭᰎᒕհϱၘ
ϨϡېԘԥҪᙈ䩟Їϥс߇ԛс
䦚؝Т՜֣ҏݘଯږ௸Үࢉ

йࣁ䩟ЅмІӱϡһӈт֔ױ
һӈ䩟ϥ֡РНӐטԪև۪Ֆߵ
ТЌँޝۄվԷ༝߿ϡᇯ䦚
Ԕϥ䩟ЋϦ༗ڊὧԍ૯ዉ߃юϡ
ࠠՁڱઑ䩟ҡфṭᰎᒕԗҩྋ
ՖҲ༝઼ओࡿϡ֞٩ᓙᣲޚᜊ䩟
ϸ҈ϣϱЅмϲђϥөԷ༝߿׆
ϺЎղґӔ䦚

ѵёѧ֊Ϩм֜ᒁҲϡϣ
ҋὧԍ૯сې߇ԘԥҪ୳ॗϿϼ䩟
мӓ܀৷ࠁࡽຩ䦛ՀݚЛ䩭
䦧۵ӓὧԍ૯с؝߇ӊېԘԥҪ૮ݮ
Ў䩟ϢЙۓછ҂ϡϥϨҙݬтࣁ
ҽفۅټ״ϸϣԥҪ䩟ॸЋϦϸ
ϣс߇ϡ۔ϱ҂оҴфН۟فϡ
೫䦚䦨ݸ

мрҰࣔږଯᲛ৹Н۟ف
ҏѬݸث

цЅммрҰࣔϡсࢉҮ௸ږ
ଯϣϬҰϴϡ߯Ѣϥ䩟ؚ܉ߊ
ՖϦмрϨҮ௸ኮհӸࠤϡऴኜ
ϼϡԥҪфԚૠࡖ࣊䩟ԔЬЌՖ
ϣ઼ܷ܌Ѕмԁс߇Ӯᆨߒϡ۱
೯ԚԮҤҏҽϡڍ࠾䦚Ԯඡ۱೯Ԛ
ԮҤҩٕङϨू೫෬ॗҏ֔䩟ݘТ
ϦϤԍכს䩟Ϥհϱޝࡈঞ

ϼϡண䩟ХᔧᅙϦъԈЌЋс߇
ख٤ږపНݸث۟فҤܴϡϬϪф
Ҝพϡԍھ۱䦚

ӊ༿ӅѕࡲϥᏠϩؙড়ҨϡЅ
м1*2䦧۪࠭ϽԵ܉ԑ୳ૢ
䩟ڗԐܲЅК䦨䩛䦧աԵ䦨䩜Ұߵ
јЛ䩭䦧1*2ϡϣϬಚКٍܞϲϥ
৭ࡄ֞خэт࠱ѓКцԷघϿфࢲ
ؙ॒ড়ՖҲ߯ຽ䩟Ϩޕࠃэ״ӓ
ՖҲ፲䦚1*2؎ՖҲНކۻ
৭ϡ݆ݓ䩟тѴू೫ӥЅϡϤϺ
֧䦚ϢЙ؎өूЃӑϣϬׁӑ
ଏ䩟ࡧڶϺђϩѨӥ࢙ࣝҥЌЛ
䦚䦨ٷ೫ݸע

ЅмϥНй҂ϺϸϣѢϡ䩟ފ
֚ϲϥՖѸܲጷ۱೯ԚԮҤϡҲ
҃䩟זὧԍ૯ርмܾࣁԷϨ֚ϼ
ϡзӥᒃ䩟දԷϥϨऴኜޕැт
фघϿؙড়߯ຽҤ॒ࢲ۵ϡ࣮ࣁ
ӌ䦚ҒҝѪ֚ӥѴϸԈۨԸ䩟Ѕм
ϡсږ߇ଯфὧԍ૯с߇ϡН۟ف
ԛϲϿӌைखږ䦚

ड़୳ૢӛᐒڌᒁ൛䦛ዐᆗ䩟Ѥммক
ҴЅКс߇т۵࣮ࣁҰڗ䩟јϥЅмԁև۪
Ү௸Ԯڍϡ֠р䩟јϡѕҹтϨZZZ�
HDVWE\VRXWKHDVW�FRPӽۖ
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$W�WKH�HQG�RI������FDUV�DQG�FRQWDLQHU�WUXFNV�ORDGHG�ZLWK�
JRRGV�IURP�&KLQD�DQG�7KDLODQG�ZHUH�¿QDOO\�DEOH�WR�GULYH�
DFURVV�D�PXOWL�ODQH�EULGJH�VSDQQLQJ�WKH�0HNRQJ�5LYHU�
�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�/DQFDQJ�LQ�&KLQD���7KH�EULGJH�ZLOO�FRQQHFW�
&KLDQJ�5DL�SURYLQFH�LQ�7KDLODQG�WR�%RNHR�SURYLQFH�LQ�
/DRV��HIIHFWLYHO\�OLQNLQJ�&KLQD¶V�KLJKZD\V�VWUHWFKLQJ�VRXWK�
IURP�%HLMLQJ�DQG�6KDQJKDL�WR�WKRVH�FRPLQJ�QRUWK�IURP�
6LQJDSRUH��.XDOD�/XPSXU�DQG�%DQJNRN��

)XQGHG�E\�HTXDO�LQYHVWPHQW�IURP�WKH�&KLQHVH�DQG�7KDL�
JRYHUQPHQW��WKH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�WKH�EULGJH��ZKLFK�WRRN�WHQ�
\HDUV�RI�SODQQLQJ�DQG�WZR�\HDUV�WR�EXLOG��LV�QRW�ZLWKRXW�
FRQWURYHUV\��)RU�PDQ\�\HDUV�7KDLODQG�KHOG�EDFN�LQYHVWPHQW�
GXH�WR�DQ�XQHYHQ�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�EHQH¿WV�EHWZHHQ�&KLQD��
/DRV�DQG�7KDLODQG��$OVR�RQ�WKH�7KDL�VLGH��WKH�1*2�5DN�
&KLDQJ�.KRQJ�FODLP�WKH�EULGJH�QHJDWLYHO\�LPSDFWV�WKH�ORFDO�
*ROGHQ�7ULDQJOH�HFRQRP\�DQG�ZLOO�UXLQ�0HNRQJ�¿VKHULHV��

7KH�*ROGHQ�7ULDQJOH�%ULGJH�VHUYHV�WR�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�
FKDOOHQJHV�IDFLQJ�&KLQD��DV�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�QHZ�OHDGHUVKLS�
DWWHPSWV�WR�EDODQFH�LWV�VORZLQJ�DQG�YRODWLOH�HFRQRP\�DQG�
GHOLYHU�GRPHVWLF�VWDELOLW\�E\�PDLQWDLQLQJ�SHDFHIXO�HFRQRPLF�
UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�LWV�QHLJKERXUV��

China’s regional strategy

³,Q������&KLQD¶V�JURZWK�LQ�WUDGH�DQG�RXWZDUG�LQYHVWPHQW�
ZLWK�WKH�IRXU�RWKHU�0HNRQJ�FRXQWULHV�RI�0\DQPDU��/DRV��
7KDLODQG��DQG�&DPERGLD�VXUSDVVHG�LWV�WUDGH�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW�
JURZWK�LQ�$6($1�FRXQWULHV�´�VD\V�;X�1LQJQLQJ��

China needs to change its energy 

strategy in the Mekong region

China needs to promote sustainable practices in the Mekong region, 

rather than simply shifting its carbon footprint downstream

%ULDQ�(\OHU

FKDLUPDQ�RI�WKH�*UHDWHU�0HNRQJ�6XEUHJLRQ��*06��
%XVLQHVV�&RXQFLO��³*UHDWHU�JURZWK�UDWHV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�ZLWK�
LQFUHDVHV�LQ�UHJLRQDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DQG�ZLQ�ZLQ�LQYHVWPHQW�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�´�

)RU�WKH�SDVW�WKUHH�\HDUV�&KLQD¶V�*06�SURYLQFHV�RI�
<XQQDQ�DQG�*XDQJ[L�KDYH�SRVWHG�JURZWK�UDWHV�RI���������
WKH�KLJKHVW�RI�&KLQD¶V�ORFDOLWLHV��DQG�DUJXDEO\�&KLQD¶V�
HFRQRPLF�ULVH�KDV�DOVR�KHOSHG�GHOLYHU�KLJK�JURZWK�UDWHV�
DPRQJ�0HNRQJ�FRXQWULHV��

7KH�HQG�RI�WKH�&ROG�:DU�LQ�WKH�����V�FUHDWHG�D�IDYRXUDEOH�
HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�&KLQD�WR�GHYHORS�LWV�HFRQRPLF�FRRSHUDWLRQ�
VWUDWHJLHV�WRZDUG�WKH�0HNRQJ�UHJLRQ��7KH�EOXUULQJ�DQG�
RSHQLQJ�RI�RQFH�LQYLRODEOH�ERUGHUV�HQFRXUDJHG�WUDGHUV�RQ�
ERWK�VLGHV�RI�WKH�&KLQD�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD�IURQWLHU�WR�DSSHDO�
WR�ORFDO�DQG�QDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQWV�IRU�EHWWHU�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�
WUDGH�DQG�PLJUDWLRQ��7KH�&KLQHVH�JRYHUQPHQW�UHVSRQGHG�
ZLWK�WZHQW\�\HDUV�RI�VWDWH�OHG�WUDGH�OLEHUDOLVDWLRQ�DQG�
LQYHVWPHQW�SROLFLHV�WR�SURPRWH�UHJLRQDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�LQ�VWDWH�
DQG�SULYDWH�VHFWRUV��

&KLQD¶V�HFRQRPLF�FRRSHUDWLRQ�VWUDWHJLHV�WRZDUGV�LWV�IRXU�
0HNRQJ�QHLJKERXUV�KDV�GRYHWDLOHG�QLFHO\�LQWR�D�VWUDWHJ\�
WKDW�¿WV�&KLQD¶V�FXUUHQW�GHYHORSPHQW�QHHGV��/LX�-LQ[LQ��D�
SROLF\�DQDO\VW�DQG�ORJLVWLFV�H[SHUW�VD\V��³8QOLNH�WKH�86�
ZKLFK�OHDGV�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�¿QDQFH�DQG�,7��ERWK�KLJK�YDOXH�
VHUYLFH�RULHQWHG�LQGXVWULHV��&KLQD�LV�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�IDFWRU\��
SURGXFLQJ�JRRGV�WR�GULYH�WKH�JURZWK�RI�LWV�JURZLQJ�PLGGOH�
FODVV�DQG�VHUYLQJ�H[SRUW�PDUNHWV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��7R�
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VXUYLYH��WKH�&KLQHVH�µIDFWRU\¶�QHHGV�LQSXWV�OLNH�HQHUJ\�DQG�
UDZ�PDWHULDOV�´

/LX�-LQ[LQ�KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�&KLQHVH�EXLOW�VWUDWHJLF�RLO�DQG�
QDWXUDO�JDV�SLSHOLQHV�FXWWLQJ�WKURXJK�$VLD��SDUWLFXODUO\�
WKH�3HWUR&KLQD�SLSHOLQH�SURMHFW�IURP�0\DQPDU¶V�,QGLDQ�
2FHDQ�FRDVWOLQH�WR�.XQPLQJ�LQ�&KLQD¶V�<XQQDQ�SURYLQFH��DV�
ZHOO�DV�D�K\GURSRZHU�HQHUJ\�JULG�H[WHQGLQJ�LQWR�/DRV�DQG�
0\DQPDU�

³:H¶YH�FUHDWHG�WKLV�QHWZRUN�EHFDXVH�LW¶V�RXU�RQO\�JXDUDQWHH�
IRU�VWDELOLW\��7KH�UREXVW�ÀRZ�RI�WKHVH�LQSXWV�FDQ�RQO\�EH�
JXDUDQWHHG�E\�PDLQWDLQLQJ�SHDFHIXO�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�DOO�RI�RXU�
QHLJKERXUV�´

%XW�LV�DQ�DSSURDFK�EDVHG�RQ�JHR�HFRQRPLF�FRRSHUDWLRQ�
D�VXVWDLQDEOH�ORQJ�WHUP�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�ERWK�&KLQD�DQG�LWV�
0HNRQJ�QHLJKERXUV"�7KH�3HWUR&KLQD�SLSHOLQH�FXWWLQJ�
WKURXJK�%XUPD�VHUYHV�DV�D�WHVW�RI�WKH�UHJLRQ¶V�FRPPLWPHQW�
WR�&KLQD¶V�JHR�HFRQRPLF�VWUDWHJLHV��1RW�RQO\�GRHV�WKH�
0\DQPDU�JRYHUQPHQW�KDYH�WKH�SRZHU�WR�FKRNH�D�VWUDWHJLF�
HQHUJ\�ÀRZ�WR�&KLQD��EXW�D�-DSDQHVH�¿UP�KROGV�PDMRULW\�
RZQHUVKLS�RI�WKH�%XUPHVH�SRUW�RQ�WKH�,QGLDQ�2FHDQ�HQG�
RI�WKH�SLSHOLQH��1DWLRQDOLVW�VHQWLPHQWV�LQVLGH�&KLQD�FRXOG�
DFFXVH�WKH�&KLQHVH�JRYHUQPHQW�RI�EHLQJ�KHOG�KRVWDJH�QRW�
MXVW�E\�-DSDQ�EXW�E\�0\DQPDU��WKXV�WKUHDWHQLQJ�WKH�VWDELOLW\�
JXDUDQWHHG�E\�&KLQD¶V�JHR�HFRQRPLF�DSSURDFK�

'XULQJ�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ODVW�\HDU�D�FROOHDJXH�ZKR�ZRUNV�IRU�
D�&KLQHVH�JRYHUQPHQW�LQVWLWXWLRQ�SURPRWLQJ�FRRSHUDWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�&KLQD�DQG�0HNRQJ�FRXQWULHV�WKUHZ�KLV�KDQGV�LQWR�
WKH�DLU�LQ�IUXVWUDWLRQ�RYHU�WKH�FXUUHQW�VWDWH�RI�DIIDLUV��³:H¶YH�
JLYHQ�WKHVH�FRXQWULHV�VR�PXFK�LQ�WHUPV�RI�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�

GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�XQHYHQ�WUDGH�SURPRWLRQ��EXW�WKH\�FRQWLQXH�
WR�ZDQW�WR�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�XV�RU�WKUHDWHQ�WR�ZDON�DZD\�
IURP�RXU�DJUHHPHQWV�´�

&KLQD�0\DQPDU�UHODWLRQV�KDYH�FRROHG�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�ZLWK�
0\DQPDU¶V�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�GHPRFUDF\�DQG�WKH�VXVSHQVLRQ�RI�
D�&KLQHVH�EDFNHG�SURMHFW��9LHWQDP�&KLQD�UHODWLRQV�KDYH�
DOVR�IROORZHG�VXLW�ZLWK�9LHWQDP�VODSSLQJ�WUDGH�UHVWULFWLRQV�
RQ�FHUWDLQ�&KLQHVH�JRRGV���7KLV�\HDU�9LHWQDPHVH�PLQLVWHULDO�
OHYHO�GHOHJDWLRQV�ZHUH�FRQVSLFXRXVO\�DEVHQW�IURP�
.XQPLQJ¶V�UHJLRQDO�WUDGH�IDLUV���

&KLQD�H[SRUWV�³JURZWK�¿UVW´�PRGHO�WR�WKH�
Mekong

,Q�PDQ\�ZD\V�&KLQD�KDV�H[SRUWHG�LWV�VWDWH�OHG��JURZWK�DW�
DQ\�FRVW�GHYHORSPHQW�PRGHO�WR�WKH�0HNRQJ�UHJLRQ��/HVV�
GHYHORSHG�FRXQWULHV�VWDQG�WR�EHQH¿W�HFRQRPLFDOO\�IURP�
&KLQHVH�EDFNHG�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�GHYHORSPHQW�SURMHFWV�OLNH�WKH�
86������ELOOLRQ�KLJK�VSHHG�UDLOZD\�IURP�QRUWKHUQ�/DRV�WR�
9LHQWLDQH�DQG�K\GURSRZHU�SURMHFWV�RQ�WKH�PDLQ�VWHP�RI�WKH�
0HNRQJ�LQ�/DRV�DQG�&DPERGLD��

+RZHYHU�DQ�HYHQ�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�WKRVH�EHQH¿WV�LV�XQOLNHO\�
DQG�FDQ�RQO\�EH�UHDOLVHG�RQFH�/DRV�DQG�&DPERGLD�SD\�RII�
WKHLU�FRORVVDO�GHEWV�WR�&KLQD���&KLQD¶V�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�HLJKW�
K\GURSRZHU�SURMHFWV�RQ�WKH�XSSHU�0HNRQJ�5LYHU�LQ�<XQQDQ�
SURYLQFH�KDV�VKRZQ�/DRV�WKDW�LW�FDQ�LJQRUH�SURWHVWV�IURP�
GRZQVWUHDP�FRXQWULHV�DERXW�WKH�QHJDWLYH�HIIHFWV�RI�LWV�GDPV�

7KLV�LVQ
W�WKH�RQO\�HQYLURQPHQWDO�ULVN�IRU�&KLQD¶V�0HNRQJ�
QHLJKERXUV��,Q�&KLQD�K\GURSRZHU�GHYHORSHUV�FDQ�
HDVLO\�VNLUW�HQYLURQPHQWDO�ODZV�DQG�SURGXFH�PLVOHDGLQJ�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�LPSDFW�DVVHVVPHQWV��'U�=KRX�'HTXQ��D�
FRQVHUYDWLRQ�ELRORJLVW�DW�.XQPLQJ¶V�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6FLHQFH�
DQG�7HFKQRORJ\�DUJXHV�WKDW�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�PDOSUDFWLFH�KDYH�
DOVR�RFFXUUHG�RQ�&KLQHVH�IXQGHG�K\GURSRZHU�SURMHFWV�LQ�
/DRV��

³&KLQD�LV�H[SRUWLQJ�LWV�EXVLQHVV�EHKDYLRXUV�DQG�LJQRUDQFH�
RI�UXOH�RI�ODZ�SUDFWLFHV�WR�WKH�0HNRQJ�UHJLRQ��2XU�ZHDOWK\�
EXVLQHVVPHQ�DEURDG�GR�QRW�KDYH�WKH�LQWHUHVW�RU�WHFKQLFDO�
FDSDFLW\�WR�SURPRWH�VXVWDLQDEOH�SUDFWLFHV��QRU�GR�WKH\�
FRQVLGHU�WKH�OHJDO�FRQWH[W�RI�WKHLU�DFWLRQV�´

Hydropower threatens food security

/DRV¶�SODQV�WR�GHYHORS�HOHYHQ�GDPV�RQ�WKH�PDLQVWUHDP�RI�
China has heavily invested in bridges and pipelines throughout the 

Mekong region.
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WKH�0HNRQJ�DQG�PRUH�WKDQ�VHYHQW\�RQ�LWV�WULEXWDULHV�IRU�
HQHUJ\�H[SRUW�WR�&KLQD�DQG�7KDLODQG��:KLOVW�WKLV�ZLOO�ERRVW�
LWV�HQHUJ\�UHVRXUFH�SRUWIROLR��LW�ULVNV�MHRSDUGLVLQJ�LWV�QDWXUDO�
UHVRXUFHV��HVSHFLDOO\�¿VKHULHV��

(ULF�%DUDQ�IURP�WKH�:RUOG�)LVK�,QVWLWXWH�FODLPV�WKDW�WKH�
0HNRQJ�LV�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�ODUJHVW�LQODQG�¿VKHU\�ZLWK�QHDUO\�
����RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�HQWLUH�IUHVKZDWHU�¿VK�FDWFK������RI�WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ�RI�/DRV�DQG�&DPERGLD�UHOLHV�RQ�FDXJKW�¿VK�IRU�
�����RI�WKHLU�GDLO\�SURWHLQ�LQWDNH���0HNRQJ�GDPV�LQ�/DRV�
FRXOG�FXW�RII�WKH�QDWXUDO�PLJUDWRU\�SDWWHUQV�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�
����¿VK�VSHFLHV�DQG�WUDQVODWH�LQWR�WKH�ORVV�RI�XS�WR���������
WRQV�RI�FDXJKW�¿VK������RI�WKH�0HNRQJ¶V�¿VK�FDWFK��HYHU\�
\HDU��FUHDWLQJ�D�SRWHQWLDO�IRRG�VHFXULW\�GLOHPPD�LQ�/DRV�DQG�
&DPERGLD��

0RUHRYHU��&KLQD¶V�LPSRUWLQJ�RI�K\GURSRZHU�IURP�6RXWKHDVW�
$VLD�LV�SDUW�RI�D�SXVK�WR�UHGXFH�LWV�FDUERQ�IRRWSULQW�E\�
LQYHVWLQJ�LQ�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\��+RZHYHU��WR�UHSODFH�WKH�ORVV�
RI�SURWHLQ�IURP�0HNRQJ�¿VKHULHV��/DRV�DQG�&DPERGLD�ZLOO�
EH�IRUFHG�WR�LQYHVW�LQ�LQGXVWULDO��FDUERQ�LQWHQVH�OLYHVWRFN�
UDLVLQJ��WKXV�&KLQD¶V�FDUERQ�IRRWSULQW�ZLOO�VLPSO\�KDYH�EHHQ�
VHQW�GRZQVWUHDP�����

7KLV�0DUFK�DW�D�ZRUNVKRS�RQ�IRRG�VHFXULW\�LQ�WKH�0HNRQJ�
UHJLRQ�LQ�&KLDQJ�5DL��IRUPHU�7KDL�VHQDWRU�.UDLVDN�
&KRRQKDYDQ�VDLG��³:KDW�ZH�KDYH�WR�GR�LV�PDLQWDLQ�IRRG�
VHFXULW\�WKURXJKRXW�WKHVH�SHULRGV�RI�UDSLG�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�
PDNH�ZLVH�DQG�VXVWDLQDEOH�GHFLVLRQV�DERXW�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�WKLV�
UHJLRQ�´

6WDWH�OHG�VWUDWHJLHV�VWLÀHV�VXVWDLQDEOH�
solutions

$�PDMRU�FULWLFLVP�RI�&KLQD¶V�VWDWH�OHG�JHR�HFRQRPLF�VWUDWHJ\�
LV�WKDW�ZKLOH�LW�DGYRFDWHV�VHFXULW\�DQG�LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�
EHWZHHQ�FRXQWULHV�EDVHG�RQ�GHHSHQLQJ�HFRQRPLF�WLHV��LW�
IDLOV�WR�SURPRWH�FRQQHFWLRQV�DPRQJ�WKH�FRPSOH[�QH[XV�

RI�VWDNHKROGHUV�LQ�ERWK�&KLQD�DQG�WKH�UHJLRQ�DW�ODUJH��
7KH�H[FOXVLRQ�RI�NH\�VWDNHKROGHUV�LQ�SROLF\�GLVFXVVLRQV�
FUHDWHV�DQ�XQHYHQ�SOD\LQJ�¿HOG�WKDW�QRW�RQO\�PLVDOORFDWHV�
UHVRXUFHV�DQG�OHDGV�WR�LQHI¿FLHQF\��EXW�DOVR�GLVHQIUDQFKLVHV�
LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQV�ZKR�FDQ�SURYLGH�VXVWDLQDEOH�
solutions to regional challenges. 

³$�FRUH�PLVVLRQ�RI�1*2V�VKRXOG�EH�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�SURMHFW�
GHYHORSHUV�WDNH�FDUH�WR�HYDOXDWH�VRFLDO�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
LPSDFWV�DQG�DZDUG�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�EHIRUH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�
EHJLQV�´�VD\V�'U�<X�;LDRJDQJ��GLUHFWRU�RI�*UHHQ�:DWHUVKHG��
DQ�LQÀXHQWLDO�&KLQHVH�1*2�WKDW�DVVHVVHV�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�
K\GURSRZHU�SURMHFWV�RQ�ORFDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�

³1*2V�VKRXOG�FRQGXFW�VROLG�DQG�DFFXUDWH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�
DQG�LGHQWLI\�JDSV�LQ�SROLF\�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ��:H�VKRXOG�
UHJDUG�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�DV�D�SDUWQHU�DQG�UHDOLVH�SROLF\�
PDNHUV�DUH�FRQYLQFHG�RQO\�E\�IDFWXDO�HYLGHQFH�´�

,I�&KLQD�ZLVKHV�WR�LPSURYH�LWV�GHWHULRUDWLQJ�UHSXWDWLRQ�LQ�
WKH�UHJLRQ�LW�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�UHYLVH�LWV�JHR�HFRQRPLF�VWUDWHJ\��
2QH�HOHPHQW�RI�WKLV�VKRXOG�EH�WR�SURPRWH�WKH�DFWLRQV�RI�D�
ZLGHU�UDQJH�RI�VWDNHKROGHUV��&KLQD�VKRXOG�DOVR�GHPRQVWUDWH�
UXOH�RI�ODZ�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�WR�LWV�0HNRQJ�QHLJKERXUV��
SDUWLFXODUO\�ZKHQ�FRQGXFWLQJ�VRFLDO�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
LPSDFW�DVVHVVPHQWV�RI�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�GHYHORSPHQW�SURMHFWV��
:LWKRXW�WKHVH�FKDQJHV��&KLQD¶V�UHJLRQDO�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�WKH�
VXVWDLQDELOLW\�RI�WKH�0HNRQJ�UHJLRQ�DUH�DW�VHULRXV�
ULVN�

Brian Eyler is the director of the IES Kunming Center's Regional 

Development program. He is an expert on China-Southeast Asia economic 

relations and frequently blogs at www.eastbysoutheast.com.
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云南弃水：水电跃进之后的尴尬
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6RPH�RI�&KLQD
V�ELJJHVW�K\GURSRZHU�GDPV�DUH�OHIW�LGOH��
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�DQ�LQGXVWU\�LQVLGHU��,Q�<XQQDQ�SURYLQFH��VRXWK�
ZHVW�&KLQD��D�KXJH�DPRXQW�RI�SRWHQWLDO�HQHUJ\�LV�EHLQJ�
ZDVWHG�GXH�WR�D�GLVSXWH�RYHU�HOHFWULFLW\�SULFHV�

7KH���JLJDZDWW��*:��$KDL�GDP��LQ�<XORQJ�FRXQW\��<XQQDQ��
ZDV�LGOH�IRU�D�\HDU�GXH�WR�GHOD\V�LQ�KRRNLQJ�LW�XS�WR�WKH�
HOHFWULFLW\�JULG��*LYHQ�WKH�DYHUDJH�DQQXDO�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�
GDP��WKLV�LV�HTXLYDOHQW�WR�WKH�ORVV�RI�����ELOOLRQ�NLORZDWW�
KRXUV��N:K��

The battle over Yunnan’s hydropower

Hydropower has run rampant in Yunnan province south-west China, but up to

half its capacity could be idle by 2015 in a dispute over who gets the surplus power

0DQ\�PRUH�DUH�IDFLQJ�VLPLODU�SUREOHPV��WKH�/L\XDQ��
/RQJNDLNRX��/XGLOD�DQG�*XDQ\LQ\DQ�GDPV�RQ�WKH�-LQVKD��
DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�GDPV�XSVWUHDP�RI�0LDRZHL�RQ�WKH�/DQFDQJ��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�&KLQD�(OHFWULFLW\�&RXQFLO���*:�RI�
K\GURSRZHU�FDSDFLW\�ZLOO�EH�LGOH�GXULQJ�WKH�KLJK�ZDWHU�
VHDVRQ�WKLV�\HDU��5HSODFLQJ�WKDW�ORVV�ZRXOG�UHTXLUH�EXUQLQJ�
����PLOOLRQ�WRQQHV�RI�FRDO�

7KH�UHVXOW�RI�WKLV�LV�WKDW�<XQQDQ�LV�SUHGLFWHG�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�
HPEDUUDVVLQJ�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�KDYLQJ�KDOI�RI�LWV�K\GURSRZHU�
FDSDFLW\�LGOH�E\������

+X�;XHFXL

Yunnan is predicted to be in the embarrassing situation of having half of its hydropower capacity idle by 2015

© dustysnowcrash
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³<RX�FDQ�DOUHDG\�VHH�ZKDW�WKLQJV�KDYH�EHHQ�OLNH�WKHVH�ODVW�
WZR�RU�WKUHH�\HDUV�´�VDLG�RQH�SDUWLFLSDQW�LQ�WKH�GHVLJQLQJ�RI�
SURSRVDOV�IRU�HOHFWULFLW\�WUDQVPLVVLRQ��³,I�\RX�GRQ¶W�RSHQ�XS�
URXWHV�QRZ��\RX�FDQ�LPDJLQH�KRZ�PXFK�ZLOO�EH�ZDVWHG�LQ�
WKH�QH[W�GHFDGH�RU�WZR�´

Yunnan holds on to its power

$W�WKH�URRW�RI�WKH�SUREOHP�LV�D�GLVSXWH�RYHU�KRZ�WR�XVH�WKH�
QHZ�HOHFWULFLW\�

7KH�RULJLQDO�SODQV�ZRXOG�KDYH�VHHQ�<XQQDQ¶V�
K\GURHOHFWULFLW\�H[SRUWHG�RQ�D�³SRLQW�WR�JULG´�EDVLV�±�WKH�
SRZHU�IURP�D�SDUWLFXODU�IDFLOLW\�ZRXOG�EH�WUDQVSRUWHG�YLD�
WKH�&KLQD�6RXWKHUQ�3RZHU�*ULG�WR�D�SDUWLFXODU�DUHD��3RZHU�
IURP�1XR]KDGX�DQG�;LOXRGX�ZDV�VHW�WR�EH�GHOLYHUHG�WR�
*XDQJGRQJ�SURYLQFH�IURP�WKH�PLGGOH�UHDFKHV�RI�WKH�-LQVKD�
SURYLQFH�WR�*XDQJ[L�SURYLQFH��IURP�-LQSLQJ���DQG���WR�
VRXWKHUQ�-LDQJVX�SURYLQFH�DQG�IURP�;LDQJMLDED�WR�6KDQJKDL��
etc.

%XW�WKDW�ZRXOG�FXW�RXW�WKH�SURYLQFLDO�JULG�DQG��E\�GRLQJ�
VR��UHPRYH�D�OD\HU�RI�WD[DWLRQ�SD\DEOH�WR�WKH�<XQQDQ�
JRYHUQPHQW��,W�ZRXOG�WKHUHIRUH�SUHIHU�D�³JULG�WR�JULG´�EDVLV��
ZKHUH�SRZHU�LV�¿UVW�IHG�LQWR�WKH�SURYLQFLDO�JULG�EHIRUH�EHLQJ�
VROG�WR�WKH�UHJLRQDO�JULG��$V�RQH�HOHFWULFLW\�SULFLQJ�H[SHUW�
H[SODLQHG��³WKH�SURYLQFLDO�JULG�FDQ�EXPS�XS�WKH�SULFH�ZKHQ�
EX\LQJ�WKH�SRZHU�IURP�WKH�JHQHUDWRUV�DQG�VHOOLQJ�LW�RQ�WR�
WKH�UHJLRQDO�JULG��DQG�WKDW�SUR¿W�LV�WD[DEOH�´

7KH����ELOOLRQ�\XDQ�>86���ELOOLRQ@�LQ�VSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�
K\GURSRZHU�SURMHFWV�PHQWLRQHG�ZLOO�SURYLGH������ELOOLRQ�
\XDQ�>86�����ELOOLRQ@�RI�YDOXH�DGGHG�WD[�LQFRPH�IRU�
<XQQDQ�RYHU�WHQ�\HDUV��$QG�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�LQFOXGH�WKH�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�WD[HV��VWDPS�GXWLHV��LQFRPH�WD[��UHQWDO�WD[HV�
DQG�IDUPODQG�XVH�WD[HV�GXULQJ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��RU�OHYLHV�SDLG�
for educational and local use after construction. 

Who’s to blame?

,W�FRXOG�EH�DUJXHG�WKDW�<XQQDQ�LV�SXWWLQJ�LWV�RZQ�LQWHUHVWV�
¿UVW��<XQQDQ¶V�SUHIHUUHG�³JULG�WR�JULG´�PHWKRG�ZRXOG�PHDQ�
PRUH�LQYHVWPHQW�DQG�PRUH�ULVN��

³$�VPDOO�DPRXQW�RI�SRZHU�FRXOG�SDVV�WKURXJK�WKH�<XQQDQ�
JULG�´�H[SODLQHG�RQH�LQVLGHU�LQYROYHG�LQ�HOHFWULFLW\�
WUDQVPLVVLRQ�GHVLJQ��³EXW�ODUJH�TXDQWLWLHV�FRXOG�EH�D�
GLVDVWHU��$�VLQJOH�KLFFXS�FRXOG�EULQJ�WKH�ZKROH�SURYLQFLDO�

JULG�GRZQ��,W¶V�OLNH�\RX¶UH�WU\LQJ�WR�VHQG�DOO�WKH�ZDWHU�IURP�
WKH�ULYHUV�WR�6KDQJKDL��EXW�¿UVW�LQVLVWLQJ�LW�SDVVHV�WKURXJK�
'LDQFKL�/DNH��RQH�RI�&KLQD¶V�ODUJHVW�IUHVKZDWHU�ODNHV���,W¶G�
EH�D�VXUSULVH�LI�VRPHWKLQJ�GLGQ¶W�JR�ZURQJ�´

%XW�RWKHUV�EHOLHYH�<XQQDQ�LV�ULJKW�WR�ORRN�DIWHU�LWV�RZQ�
interests.

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�DQ�LQGXVWU\�LQVLGHU��WKH�SULFHV�IRU�HOHFWULFLW\�
H[SRUWHG�IURP�<XQQDQ�ZHUH�¿[HG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�5HIRUP�
DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�&RPPLVVLRQ¶V�SULFLQJ�GHSDUWPHQW�±�
DQG�DUH�GHULVRU\��,W�ZRXOG�EH�PRUH�SUR¿WDEOH�WR�VHOO�WKH�
HOHFWULFLW\�RQ�D�JULG�WR�JULG�EDVLV��

³,W¶V�OLNH�D�IDUPHU�SODQWV�DXEHUJLQHV�DQG�WKH�SULFLQJ�
DXWKRULWLHV�WHOO�KLP�KH�KDV�WR�VHOO�WKHP�WR�=KDQJ�6DQ��DW�����
\XDQ�D�MLQ��%XW�WKHQ�WKH�PDUNHW�FKDQJHV�DQG�KH�FRXOG�VHOO�
KLV�DXEHUJLQHV�WR�/L�6L�RU�:DQJ�:X�IRU�����\XDQ�D�MLQ��+RZ�
FRPH�KH�FDQ�RQO\�VHOO�WKHP�WR�=KDQJ�6DQ"´�2QH�DQRQ\PRXV�
LQVLGHU�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�SUREOHP�ZDV�GRZQ�WR�³FHQWUDO�
JRYHUQPHQW�DXWKRULWLHV�LQWHUIHULQJ�LQ�ORFDO�HFRQRPLF�
GHYHORSPHQW�±�ZKDW�ULJKW�GR�WKH\�KDYH�WR�WHOO�SHRSOH�WKH\�
KDYH�WR�VHOO�WKHLU�HOHFWULFLW\�WR�*XDQJ[L"´

Industry-drive in Yunnan

7KLV�H[FHVV�HQHUJ\�KDV�OHG�<XQQDQ�WR�ORRN�IRU�ZD\V�WR�XVH�
LW�WKHPVHOYHV��7KH�SURYLQFLDO�SULFLQJ�DXWKRULWLHV�DQQRXQFHG�
WKDW�EHWZHHQ�-XQH�DQG�2FWREHU�WKLV�\HDU�WKH�SURYLQFLDO�JULG�
ZRXOG�EX\�VXUSOXV�K\GURSRZHU�DW�����RI�WKH�XVXDO�SULFH�IRU�
WKH�KLJK�ZDWHU�VHDVRQ�

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�RWKHU�VRXUFHV��WKH�SURYLQFLDO�JRYHUQPHQW�LV�
DOVR�WU\LQJ�WR�HQFRXUDJH�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�QHZ�LQGXVWU\��
EXW�WKH�SURVSHFWV�DUH�GLP��)RU�H[DPSOH��UHFHQW�SODQV�WR�
GHYHORS�WKH�SRZHU�KXQJU\�VPHOWLQJ�LQGXVWU\�LQ�<XQQDQ�KDYH�
FRPH�XS�DJDLQVW�RSSRVLWLRQ�RQ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�JURXQGV��

2QH�DQRQ\PRXV�LQVLGHU�VDLG�WKDW�LQ�WKH�QH[W�WHQ�WR�WZHQW\�
\HDUV�WKH�EXON�RI�K\GURSRZHU�GHYHORSPHQW�ZLOO�WDNH�SODFH�
LQ�<XQQDQ�DQG�6LFKXDQ�±����*:�LQ�<XQQDQ�DORQH��³<RX�
ZRQ¶W�H[SRUW�LW��\RX�FDQ¶W�XVH�LW�±�ZDVWH�LW�WKHQ��EXW�LW¶V�D�
VWDWH�DVVHW�\RX¶UH�ZDVWLQJ��&RUUXSWLRQ�DQG�ZDVWH�DUH�PDMRU�
FULPHV��6RPHWKLQJ�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�FKDQJH�´

This is an edited version of The truth about Yunnan’s power exports and 

Shocking waste of hydropower in Yunnan – local interests need to change, 

both published in China Energy News.

Hu Xuecui is a China Energy News reporter.  

ЅмԳᄽὧԍ૯� China reshapes the Mekong
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Part 2:Living along the river 

ὧԍ૯ϡТ҅



Єёϱһӈናӛтϡ
৷Ϥआ䩟ѼґϸЬϩႛዢһӈࠃ
ϩޕࠃ䩟ࣝЅмһ۱һӈצϡᇓޕ
Ե䩛۪࠭ӽۖ䩟ᐐፅޅԍࡳ
ֵ॒䩜ਢޕࠃ��ӏӈۖ䩟ւؤ
Ҝ࡛ݚ������֝بᐩ䦚

��ۗϡࣉમێфј��ۗϡ፟
䩟ϨІрϡർܶсѦැএ䦚
ЃԋјЙ䩟ђϤРϥځᇾϼҖϬЩ
ՁѢ䩟Ϩϡੜ䦧ҏ䦨࣏ܒϡբዓ
ԪϼזЎ҃䦚ҵײҥЃо䩟ҖϬ
ёڴϪٿІ٤аϣϬএࢧೂж䩟
оϡϣђѲϣөϣө੪Ϧএ܊ࢧс
Ѧྺ䦚ϨϸәсѦϡڗҺϣ࣮֞
ӑ䩟Ϩ֔ϪЃϱЁՌϥइছϡ
䦡䦡ϸәсϡᇾ֏սР��֏䦚

��ёӓԪݱכϡ૯сϱ
З䩟ࣉમێЇϤᓖӗϸ҇䦚
����ёப䩟ࣉમێϣрфϱІ�Ϭభ
ణϿϡ࡛ףײӜభھϣѬ䩟ӹϽச
䦚ܗґҩ֔ና۠Еޕࠃһӈۖځ
ϽசځһӈۖࠃӊᐐፅЅЎղ䩟
ϥᐐፅϼзՉࠃюϡࢿළһӈۖ
ϡЎղ၆ٛӈۖ䦚

Еܗభ۵ӓԳઑྩНపୖѓ
భӛϨϡ࠭ܗᓲϡһ䩟ґЕߵ
۪䩟ӾӓԜҮࣄаښёϣ߁ϡᪧ
ᇻ䦚ўھЙث٭ϡϥ䩟ھӓ
њՐϦҖ࡛Єࠃݚϡһ֞ࡄЬ
ϣϬЌѓ䦚

Ѫѓϡһ֞ࡄ

Ϩϣ؝ർܶсѦ䩟ІѼభᚕ
搖ϡॵӗଽᶒऻ܋аٕϡϣֺһ
ོфϣֺһ܉Л䦧һོϥھϱӓ
ϲࠃюϡ䩟ھݍऩϢЙՐϦ���

ԥһᆟһѓӊᓲࡠ䩟Ԫགধݚ
䩟Ћױҟёѯགধׄݚ��䦚䦨Ԕѓ
ϦҖёھϲϤӐձһ䩟һོԪ
ҩ০ঞ䦚ױ

໋࠭ھϣ֧Ϥ݁ਧਗ਼Ӝ
ϡ֞ӑϪثЛ䩟ѴϨڋਢ֡Р
พϱँվѓһ֝䩟Ғֲ҇ݘݱ݆
һۨЋ҇ർܶфҮ௸ҝ䦚Ԕ
ଽᶒऻҳభھԣܾ䩟ѴϨҪ҇Ϧർ
ܶ䩟һХϥϤޢ䦚

ᚕ搖䦙ᐩᵝៜ䦙࠵ێ搖䦙Ҙ
ॹៜϸףϬھѢЁϩԚঐϡ՜
֣䦚ϸѦ֍ӆЄځсᶮᇾ䩟ာҩ
ᓈњ䩟֍ӆϡڱगсફਗ਼оୟ
ϡТ॒ࢲݮ䦚गсᆢґݾ䩟҇сݘ
֝юϦϽ՜֣䦚һ೧ӪёӓЁԸю
Ϧݾс䦚ଽᶒऻрϡсЈэоϱЗ
ᣆݘХϩ���䩟ѴϨכ�������
䦚јЛ䩟ѴϨҟёЁЏҶӸϽऎ
���ׄϡএࢧՐ٭䩟ҥЌٰ֝ݘ࢙خ
ϼёכف䦚䦧ຽڋӐРёۂർܶЇ
҇ϤЎϦ䦚䦨ଽᶒऻЛ䩟䦧ґϨ֍ϱ
ϡ૯сϼ䩟рр҇һ҇ϣёЌ
ѷҖё䦚䦨

澜沧江移民的命运

ᐐፅϼЋһӈۖўբϡھЙؑϴϡϤϥਤ䩟ХϩјЙӆϲ؎ұϩϡ೯䦚

ট

� Єёϱһӈና�
ӛтϡ৷Ϥआ䩟

ѼґϸЬϩႛዢһӈ
Ե䦚ᐐፅצϡᇓޕࠃ
䩛ֵ۪॒࠭䩜
ਢޕࠃ��ӏӈۖ䩟ւؤ
Ҝ࡛ݚ������֝بᐩ䦚

“

´
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    Т҅ҏ Living along the river

䩟ୖצࠤϤୖһھ䩟֔ױ
ѓһһڱЇϩ՜֣䦚ھҹਛ
Л䩟ѴϨ���ϡϪϩථϩሎֲ䩟
ϸϨҡрԪ۔ϩР䦚�ёӓ䩟ҹਛ
ሎֲڔࡕҩષࣇӞࠁҵାષ䦚ґ
ࢭЏјማಊϦࡕЛ䩟ሎֲێમࣉ
५䦚

ђЌ䦧ઠѨ䦨䩲

ङϦϣёЅׁڋ�Ϭ֊ϡࡤ䩟
ൊЎϡЗҽ䩟ଽᶒऻϥ� 䦧֠ϼබ
䦨䦚ԪϺᚕ搖ϡӾё䩟ҟёЧݐ
Ӫҋ䩟ϴᄨѴઌൖϡगϼබڵ໋
сфӥ䩟ϴһ䩟ϴբ䩟ྗӗਤ
٭тӵ䦤䦤

ӎҲٷվजӪϪ䩟Єजښ
Ϫ䦙࡛Ϫ䦚ױҽ䩟ھӗϦ�
䦚ڗ�Ϧϡై໋ӗھ܉䩟֠ڗ

ӾϼබӔюЋܠ৩䩟ЇЌϩӥ
কҝ䦚ϩϣҋϨھ䩟ଽᶒऻ
Ֆ՟З᪾ԋ֞ӑϪࢻ܊ᥓѦྜϣ
Ϭࣝ䩟јᝠаϴЃ䩟тѴϼӌܐ
ϡѯھϡэ᷾٭ϥ���ׄ䩟Ԕھ

ӥকּϺϥ���ׄ䦚֞ӑϪثЛ
ϥ֞ӑண䩟ڦњਤтϦҟᣆվڲ
ϡ���ׄ䦚

ଽᶒऻҘষзϽথϡϣҋϼ
බϥ����ё�֊��я䩟ײ����Ϫϡ
ھϺ໋࠭ूϽྱބࡨ՜֣䩟ѷ
֙ѧϳ䩟тТϦРࢫҲЋ䩟Ϧм
Ѭ䩟ҩ੪Ϧ��Ϫ䦚

ࣝЅмһ۱һӈޕࠃϩࡳԍޅ
ӽۖ䩟ᐐፅԵ䩛ֵ۪॒࠭䩜
֝بҜؤ��ӏӈۖ䩟ւޕࠃਢ
ЅЎղᐩ䦚۵ӓ䩟ᐐፅ࡛ݚ������
ϡࢿළ䦙Ͻசځ䦙ᖻ䦙Щළӈۖ
ӔࠃюؽҲ䩮ᙃႹᏟ䦙ۋҝඈӈۖ
Ӕಚޕࠃކ䦚

ҌҲघϿҮ௸୳ૢӛ୳ૢت
ขЛ䩭䦧۵ӓϨһӈھҤӌϡ
ӡ䩟ھђЌ֡Р䦥ઠѨ䦦ϴؒ
ԥঞھء՜֣䦚䦨Ғӡ䦧൜ݸث
ਢϽᜋܲጷԱԼھфھԥ
ঞھ߇ϡҺԋ䩮ۓϴЗ䩟Ӿಈ
ԼԱ࢙ϡҤܴ䦚䦨ขЛ䩭䦧䦥Ӿ䦦䦙
䦥ۓϴЗ䦦ϸ҇থฦܒՒ䩟ٍ࣮۵Ҥф

сҤूϩЪϽϡҜϿНйಃଯ
ϨਤҤӌϡԜӾϴؒф೯䦚ھ
зњђϩѓࢫϡҤܴ䩟ҥЌюЋ
䦥ۓϴЗ䦦䦚䦨

ؑϴਤ䩟Ѹؑϴ۱

ขЇЃϺϦूՖ܌䦚�Ѕ
мϨ����ё๒Ϧ䦭ϽЅࡿһ۱һ
ӈ֞ޕࠃࡄсਤфھԥঞֺ
ຎ䦮䩟Јֺຎϡءמաࠡँࡎ䦚ױ
֔䩟����ё䩟мртۨణХто䦧
ھњޕࠃ䦨ϡ֡Ҍ䩟й䦧ԟھ
֞ӑҜء䩟ࣇۅׁ֚ھ೯䩟خ
ᅣ֞ޕࠃ۱ॅࡄ䩟Ֆһӈ۟ف
䦨䦚ࣁтࣉ

ਤކࡣЇϨ٤ҙ䦚䦧ѴϨѓϨ
ھӱϼϡԥঞ٭ϥРЧϡ��හ䦚䦨
۪࠭ϽԵ܉ԑ୳ૢߵԐܲЅ
КϡҰڗӊ༿ӅЛ䦚ϸϥ۪࠭ू
ѯоϡّܒ䦚ϼԒઓ��ёࢿڊළ
ӈۖзՉϡھϪਤϥ�࡛ׄ䩟
ґѴϨϥׄݚ�䦚

Ԕӊ༿ӅڶЋ۱೯Ϥҳӊ
۱䦚јЛ䩭䦧ॎѼू೫ϩՖ܌䩟ਤ
Їϩӛ٤ҙ䩟ԔϨࣇۅھϡ۱
Ҥӌ䩟ЬϩՖ܌䩟ϨϩԈсҤ༽
ѴࢣѸԳ䦚䦨јԪ⨢ߎൌҘ
ϱ䩟ЃϺ֞сϼϡܐܬࡣѬ䩭䦧
Ӌܑႛ֞䦙ൢ֞ҲЋ䦨䦚јРЧԪ
Ҵ৭ϡઙоًטఐϡמԋРϸ҇۔
ϱ䦚

ӊ༿ӅЧЃРϽசځٚףھ
ҋ䦚ଽᶒऻϡъԈٰۅϩԮϡ
䩟ϲϥӊ༿Ӆѯϡ䦚Ѕмһӈڪ
�ھ��Ϩభ䦚భϪԚцϱЛۅ
Һࢹࡧୟ䦚

ӊ༿ӅЛ䩭䦧ҡښЪЄϤҌѬ

����ёЈЅмю߹۠ѵ䩟Ѕмһ۱һӈھӔܼݚ����䦚
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ІѝϩѮА۱䦚Ѕм����ёឱ
Ϧ䦭ׁ࠾м֍֙ھ۱ୌߞ䦮䩟ϥ
цмকघϿϡઌൖ䦚۪࠭վّھఓ
с߇һӈэтදԷߎ؎ഒϺ֍֙
ϡؑϴ䩟ھϩࡄ۱䦚һӈ֞ھ
цభھ؎ϥฐ䦙࠱ϡܬӤ䩟
ґϤϥ֡ҌϡܬӤ䦚֍֙ھϩҌє
ф܀ԁ䩟ϩЏϺԟݱ䦙ކ৭
ϡҞ֥䦚ЇϩӎҺڈϤӎҺэтϡ
۱䦚䦨јҢЏڦаһӈ֞זࡄে߇
эࣁ䩟ϸϬ՜֣ԗѸӸ߷о䦚

䩟ᐐፅ֥۽ӽϡܥЌओࣕܗࣝ
ਢ܌эт䩟२۔࣑۵ӓݫ՝ে
ੜࡏϬ၆ٛэт䩟ԪϼղϺЎղд
Ԇϥᄬ۴䦙ऎऻ䦙१ᕟ䦙ܼڡ䦙Ғ
Ѥ䦙ࣲѺ䩟ׁڋऎ࡛ݚ���ᐩ䩟ёт
ӈ֝ऎ���ᏼ֏䦚বڋ����ёਅૼ҃
䩟����ёਅૼНэтԟ䦚ࠃࣳ֞

ැмধϨ䦭һ۱һӈھखږ
ԁц೫ଯ�ᄦڹޕࠃ֠ھ䦮Ѕ
دԑ֚䦙गсઌ܉аगсڦѬ䩭䦧ܐ
֚䦙֚ϡоݡфམЅ႑䦙мࠖ
њ䩟֡РЈЗݡू೫ϡоࡨ
ܲ䦙ӈ؇䦙ۏ䦙ӽ౩ҳЄ҇෪
Մϡୌت䩟ࣇۅھІѝ೯ϡҺ
䦚䦨מϽๆ֏Ҷࡧ

ϨຜடऻһӈۖᖰЬ߇ϡֲॶ
భ䩟భھଽҹᇝבϺू֡Ҍϴؒ
јϨ�֊��яӓҵ䩟ԔјӹЋϤ
۔ׯҺਤґЬϩ৷䩟ϣٶ
䦚ϤϺ��ًϡࡆϣϳ䩟ू൨Ϧ
аϦבҲўјҵ䩟מϪٚף
јϡࠚж䦚јђϮ֙ϨϨբࠃࣀ
ϡைЗ५ࠚ䦚

Ϩ๛࣬һӈۖϡᖰЬ߇䩟Ձ௸
భϡଽർิ䩟ӹЋϤҌѬਤࡣ
ӑϪϺрѦՖҲӥ֞ࠀґ།ކ
䦚ݓ݆

ϸԈଝϥਦЌЏϺ֚ಋݒ
ଈխϡቦഈۅԑናڊ䩲Ұϴف
ಋؔࣕಋؔጝᭌЛ䩟ђϩूז
ൾՏҞ֥ԍэ䩟ЏҌֵחϡҹխࡄ
ਡ䩟ҥЌЛϡ֜䦚ѼґൾՏू
Ҟ֥ԍэцھґۘߞԡ䦚

ूݾد

Ͻசځһӈھϥूۥ䦧د
сҤूٰһӈس䩟ב䦨ϡҤܴઌݾ
ԍޅ৷䩟ԍޅѯоϡԥঞؖޝ
ϥϣӡϡ䩟ूϨϸϬবڲѦϴԟ
юҪח֞ھӑ䩟ϤЌսо䦚

۪࠭ފھϨ����ё䦭һҨ
тӈ䦮ϼтҹ䩟ϸ҈ւֲϦϽ
சځһӈۖݾدھԥঞϡՄϿ䩭
ϩࡳϡؖޝЁЌѓϨఋᨳϼ䩟ᖯࠀ
Ϧ٭ع䩟݆҃Ϧേభϡ࡙ۯԛ䩟
ࣘдт༯Ϧؖޝھϡ೯䦚Ԕข
ϡ֚ಋھӜЋ䦭һᆟࢡϨϣ
䦮ϡҹאЅܐѬ䩭ـϨूѲ
ϼ䩟сҤूϲϩЪϽϡࡈݒ䦚
ґӌцّ֝ᝇϽϡھ䩟ԷҮ٭ϡ
ฮᒾϥдԡϡ䩟ୂحϨҞ֥ԍ
эҳء֏ЪϤҪϡӾڊЅм䩟
А࢙خھҮ٭Ϥϥฒਠϡࢭޟ䩲

ӊ༿ӅЛ䩭䦧ूЇϿϩІѝϡ
۱೯֝ߎ䩟ґॸϨ௬Ҳϼ䩟ूϩ
ԍԥ䦙ેࠬግ䩟܊܊ԝఌѸמ
ۤ䦚䦨ӊ༿ӅйҡϣϬһӈۖЋ

ຎ䩟ӈۖࠃϨᐐፅо॒њϡὧԍ
૯ϼ䩟цھϡਤҜءϥ䩟һӈ
ԍޅфӾсھцਤঠ်䩟ܼ
Ϻࡧњۏѯूކ䦚
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)URP�IDU�DZD\�.DQJ�/LDQJKRQJ�DQG�KLV�ZLIH�ORRN�OLNH�OLWWOH�
ZKLWH�GRWV��]LJ�]DJJLQJ�WKHLU�ZD\�GRZQ�WKH�VWHHS�KLOOVLGH��
0RYH�FORVHU�DQG�\RX�FDQ�VHH�WKH\�DUH�FDUU\LQJ�EDJV�RI�
IHUWLOLVHU�XQGHU�RQH�DUP��XVLQJ�WKHLU�RWKHU�KDQG�WR�WKURZ�
handful after handful onto the earth. 

.DQJ�ZDVQ¶W�YHU\�JRRG�DW�GRLQJ�WKLV�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�PRYHG�
KHUH����\HDUV�DJR��IURP�WKH�ÀDW�RI�D�ULYHU�YDOOH\��,Q�WKH�
ZLQWHU�RI������KH�DQG�KLV�ZLIH��DORQJ�ZLWK�DOPRVW�������
SHRSOH�IURP�HLJKW�YLOODJHV��ZHUH�UHVHWWOHG�WR�WKH�WRZQ�RI�
$LKXD�WR�PDNH�ZD\�IRU�WKH�'DFKDRVKDQ�GDP��7KH�GDP�ZDV�
EXLOW�RQ�WKH�/DQFDQJ�ULYHU��NQRZQ�DV�WKH�0HNRQJ�RXWVLGH�
&KLQD���GRZQVWUHDP�IURP�0DQZDQ��WKH�¿UVW�GDP�WR�EH�EXLOW�
RQ�WKH�ULYHU�

%XW�WKHUH�DUH�QRZ�VKRUWDJHV�RI�ZDWHU�IRU�LUULJDWLRQ�DQG�
GULQNLQJ�LQ�$LKXD��<XQQDQ�SURYLQFH�LV�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�
WKH�ZRUVW�GURXJKW�IRU�D�FHQWXU\��7KH�UHVHWWOHG�SHRSOH�DUH�
ZRQGHULQJ�ZK\�RYHU����PLOOLRQ�\XDQ��86�����PLOOLRQ��ZDV�
VSHQW�RQ�LUULJDWLRQ�VFKHPHV�WKDW�DUH�QRZ�XVHOHVV�

Dried-up irrigation

,Q�RQH�FRUQ�¿HOG�SURGXFWLRQ�WHDP�KHDG�/L�6KLORQJ�SRLQWV�
RXW�D�SLSH�DQG�FKDQQHO��³7KH\�GXJ�WKDW�EHIRUH�ZH�PRYHG�
KHUH��WKH�UHVHWWOHPHQW�EXUHDX�VDLG�LW�FRVW������PLOOLRQ�\XDQ�
�86���PLOOLRQ���7KH�ZDWHU�IRU�LUULJDWLRQ�ZDV�SLSHG�LQ�IURP�
)HQJTLQJ��DW�D�FRVW�RI���������\XDQ��86���������D�\HDU�´�
%XW�WZR�\HDUV�ODWHU�WKH�EXUHDX�VWRSSHG�SD\LQJ�IRU�WKH�ZDWHU�

:KHQ�TXHVWLRQHG��D�EXUHDX�RI¿FLDO�ZKR�ZDV�XQZLOOLQJ�WR�
JLYH�KLV�QDPH�H[SODLQHG�WKH�SODQ�ZDV�WR�UHGXFH�ZDWHU�XVH�E\�
SODQWLQJ�FRUQ�RU�FRPPHUFLDO�IRUHVWV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�ULFH��%XW�DV�
/L�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�YLOODJHV�SRLQW�RXW��WKH\¶UH�DOUHDG\�SODQWLQJ�
FRUQ��DQG�WKHUH�VWLOO�LVQ¶W�HQRXJK�ZDWHU�

)RXU�UHVHWWOHPHQW�DUHDV�±�*DQODQJTLQJ��:D\DRED��
+RQJGRXTLQJ�DQG�+XL\LQJED�±�VXIIHU�VLPLODU�SUREOHPV��
These are steep hillsides, and once the forests are felled 
QRWKLQJ�SURWHFWV�WKH�VDQG\�VRLO�IURP�HURVLRQ��$QG�WKH�VRLO�LV�
SRRU�DQG�GU\��PHDQLQJ�KDUYHVWV�DUH�VPDOO��3DGG\�¿HOGV�ZHUH�
DOO�GUDLQHG�VRPH�\HDUV�DJR��<LHOGV�RQ�/L¶V�ODQG�KDYH�IDOOHQ�
E\�KDOI�DQG�KH�LV�VSHQGLQJ�DQ�H[WUD�����\XDQ��86������D�
\HDU�RQ�IHUWLOLVHU��³,Q�DQRWKHU�WHQ�\HDUV�,�ZRQ¶W�HYHQ�EH�DEOH�
WR�SODQW�FRUQ��EXW�LQ�WKH�YDOOH\�ZH�XVHG�WR�OLYH�LQ�\RX�FRXOG�
HDW�IRU�WZR�\HDUV�RII�RQH�KDUYHVW�´

7KHUH�LV�DOVR�D�VKRUWDJH�RI�GULQNLQJ�ZDWHU��<DQJ�:HQZHL�
VD\V�WKDW�����RI�WKH�YLOODJHUV�DUH�VXIIHULQJ�IURP�NLGQH\�
VWRQHV��7KUHH�\HDUV�DJR�KH�KDG�WR�EH�UXVKHG�WR�KRVSLWDO�E\�
DPEXODQFH�GXH�WR�WKH�SDLQ��.DQJ�/LDQJKRQJ�VD\V�WKH�SDLQ�
IURP�KLV�NLGQH\�VWRQHV�ZDV�VR�EDG�KH�NLFNHG�WKH�EHG�WR�
pieces.

The fate of people 

displaced by the Mekong dams

Farmers resettled to make way for dams along the upper Mekong, in Yunnan province, 

are demanding higher compensation and protection of their rights

0HQJ�6L

&KLQD�KDV�PRYHG����PLOOLRQ�
SHRSOH�WR�PDNH�ZD\�IRU�GDPV�DQG�
UHVHUYRLUV�VLQFH�����

“

´
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No option but protest?

$SDUW�IURP�WKH�RQH�PRQWK�D�\HDU�KH�LV�EXV\�IDUPLQJ��/L�LV�
D�³SURIHVVLRQDO�SHWLWLRQHU´��6LQFH�PRYLQJ�WR�*DQODQTLQJ�
KH�KDV�PDGH�VHYHUDO�WULSV�D�\HDU�WR�WKH�FRXQW\�VHDW�WR�WU\�
DQG�JHW�WKH�ODQG��ZDWHU��URDGV�DQG�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�ZKLFK�KH�
ZDV�SURPLVHG��+H�LV�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�DQ\ZKHUH�EHWZHHQ�D�
GR]HQ�DQG�D�WKRXVDQG�SHRSOH�HDFK�WLPH��2YHU�WKLV�SHULRG�
WKH�UHVHWWOHPHQW�EXUHDX�KDV�KDG�HLJKW�GLIIHUHQW�KHDGV��ZKLOH�
WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�IRXU�GLIIHUHQW�GHSXW\�FRXQW\�KHDGV�LQ�
FKDUJH�RI�UHVHWWOHPHQW�LVVXHV�

,I�\RX�EHFRPH�D�KDELWXDO�SHWLWLRQHU��\RX�FDQ�JHW�UHVXOWV��
2QFH�ZKHQ�ZDONLQJ�LQWR�WKH�UHVHWWOHPHQW�EXUHDX�/L�VDZ�D�
PHPEHU�RI�VWDII�KLGLQJ�D�GRFXPHQW�LQ�D�GUDZHU��*UDEELQJ�LW��
KH�VDZ�WKDW�WKH�UHVHWWOHG�YLOODJHUV�VKRXOG�KDYH�JRW�����\XDQ�
�86�����IRU�QHZ�IDUPODQG��QRW�WKH�����\XDQ��86�����WKH\�
ZHUH�DFWXDOO\�JLYHQ��7KH�RI¿FLDO�FODLPHG�WKLV�ZDV�D�PLVWDNH�
DQG�KDQGHG�RXW�WKH�H[WUD�PRQH\�

/L�UHFDOOV�RQH�WLPH�LQ�������ZKHQ�DOPRVW�RQH�WKRXVDQG�
YLOODJHUV�VSHQW�WKUHH�GD\V�SURWHVWLQJ�RXWVLGH�WKH�EXUHDX��
7KLUW\�WKUHH�SHRSOH�ZHUH�DUUHVWHG�DIWHU�WKLQJV�JRW�RXW�RI�
KDQG�DQG�URDGV�ZHUH�EORFNHG�

'DFKDRVKDQ�LV�RQH�RI�¿IWHHQ�GDPV�SODQQHG�RQ�WKH�/DQFDQJ�
ULYHU�LQ�<XQQDQ��ZKLFK�LQ�WRWDO�ZLOO�JHQHUDWH��������
JLJDZDWWV�*:��RI�HOHFWULFLW\��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�6LQRK\GUR�
ZHEVLWH��6R�IDU�IRXU�GDPV�KDYH�EHHQ�EXLOW�DQG�DUH�LQ�
RSHUDWLRQ��ZKLOH�GDPV�DW�1XR]KDGX�DQG�*RQJJXRTLDR�DUH�
under construction.

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�/LX�=KL��D�UHVHDUFKHU�DW�WKH�7UDQVLWLRQ�
,QVWLWXWH�LQ�%HLMLQJ��³WKH�FXUUHQW�UHJXODWLRQV�RQ�UHVHWWOHPHQW�
PHDQ�WKDW�SHRSOH�UHORFDWHG�E\�GDPV�DUH�RIWHQ�RQO\�DEOH�WR�
UHVROYH�LVVXHV�YLD�SURWHVWV�´�7KH�FXUUHQW�UHJXODWLRQV�VD\�WKH�
RSLQLRQV�RI�WKRVH�DOUHDG\�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�DUHDV�WKH\�DUH�EHLQJ�
PRYHG�WR�³VKRXOG´�EH�OLVWHQHG�WR��DQG�³ZKHQ�QHFHVVDU\´�
KHDULQJV�VKRXOG�EH�KHOG��7KDW�W\SH�RI�ODQJXDJH�DOORZV�
SURMHFW�RSHUDWRUV�DQG�ORFDO�JRYHUQPHQWV�WR�LJQRUH�OHJLWLPDWH�
UHTXHVWV�IRU�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�

Rights are more important than compensation

%XW�/LX�KDV�VHHQ�VRPH�SURJUHVV�IURP�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW��
,Q������&KLQD�LQWURGXFHG�OHVV�FRHUFLYH�UHJXODWLRQV�RQ�
UHVHWWOHPHQW�DQG�ODQG�UHTXLVLWLRQ�IRU�GDP�SURMHFWV��,Q�������
WKH�1DWLRQDO�'HYHORSPHQW�DQG�5HIRUP�&RPPLVVLRQ�RUGHUHG�

WKDW�UHVHWWOHPHQW�VKRXOG�WDNH�SODFH�EHIRUH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�
VWDUWV��WR�LPSURYH�WKH�UHVHWWOHPHQW�SURFHVV�DQG�SURWHFW�WKHLU�
ULJKWV�DQG�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�SURMHFWV�JR�DKHDG�VPRRWKO\���

6WDQGDUGV�IRU�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�DUH�DOVR�LPSURYLQJ��
³&RPSHQVDWLRQ�IRU�UHVHWWOHPHQW�LV�WHQ�WLPHV�ZKDW�LW�XVHG�
WR�EH�´�VD\V�<X�;LDRJDQJ��KHDG�RI�<XQQDQ�EDVHG�1*2�
*UHHQ�:DWHUVKHG��TXRWLQJ�SURYLQFLDO�JRYHUQPHQW�¿JXUHV��
:KHQ�WKH�0DQZDQ�GDP�ZDV�EXLOW�LQ�WKH�����V��WKH�DYHUDJH�
FRPSHQVDWLRQ�ZDV�������\XDQ��86���������7RGD\�LW�LV�
�������\XDQ��86���������

%XW�WKHUH�LV�D�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�DQG�ULJKWV��
DUJXHV�<X�;LDRJDQJ��³$OWKRXJK�SROLF\�KDV�SURJUHVVHG�DQG�
FRPSHQVDWLRQ�LV�KLJKHU��WKHUH¶V�EHHQ�QR�LPSURYHPHQW�RQ�
HQVXULQJ�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�UHORFDWHHV��DQG�LQ�VRPH�ORFDWLRQV�
LQIULQJHPHQW�RI�ULJKWV�LV�JUDYH�´

<X�KDV�YLVLWHG�SHRSOH�GLVSODFHG�E\�WKH�'DFKDRVKDQ�GDP�
IRXU�RU�¿YH�WLPHV������RI�SHRSOH�UHVHWWOHG�E\�GDPV�DUH�UXUDO�
UHVLGHQWV�ZKR�WHQG�WR�KDYH�OHVV�DZDUHQHVV�RI�WKHLU�ULJKWV�

<X�VD\V�WKDW�³WKH�SHRSOH�RIWHQ�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�ULJKWV�
WKH\�KDYH��,Q������&KLQD�VLJQHG�WKH�81�'HFODUDWLRQ�
RQ�WKH�5LJKWV�RI�,QGLJHQRXV�3HRSOHV��D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VRFLHW\��'DP�SURMHFWV�LQ�HWKQLF�PLQRULW\�DUHDV�
LQ�<XQQDQ�VKRXOG�SD\�SDUWLFXODU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�LQGLJHQRXV�
ULJKWV��+H�WKLQNV�WKLV�LVVXH�ZLOO�EHFRPH�PRUH�SURPLQHQW�DV�
GDP�EXLOGLQJ�PRYHV�LQWR�7LEHWDQ�DUHDV�

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�+XDQHQJ�3RZHU¶V�ZHEVLWH��WKHUH�DUH�SODQV�IRU�
D�FDVFDGH�RI�VL[�GDPV�RQ�WKH�7LEHWDQ�VWUHWFK�RI�WKH�/DQFDQJ��
DW�&HJH��<XHORQJ��.DJRQJ��%DQGD��5XPHL�DQG�*X[XH��ZLWK�
WRWDO�FDSDFLW\�RI�����*:��SURGXFLQJ������ELOOLRQ�N:K�D�
\HDU��&RQVWUXFWLRQ�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�VWDUW�LQ������DQG�¿QLVK�LQ�
�����

Rural resistance 

6KL�*XRTLQJ��DQ�DFDGHPLF�DW�+HKDL�8QLYHUVLW\�DUJXHV�
LQ�D�UHFHQW�SDSHU�WKDW�³UXUDO�UHVLGHQWV�DUH�EHFRPLQJ´�
LQFUHDVLQJO\�ZHOO�DZDUH�RI�WKHLU�ULJKWV��WKDQNV�WR�QHZ�ODQG�
PDQDJHPHQW��ODQG�FRQWUDFWLQJ�DQG�SURSHUW\�ULJKWV�ODZV��
SROLFLHV�IDYRXUDEOH�WR�UXUDO�UHVLGHQWV�DQG�LQFUHDVHG�PHGLD�
FRYHUDJH�´

/L�:HQ]KRQJ�UHFHLYHG�QRWLFH�WR�TXLW�KLV�KRPH�LQ�WKH�YLOODJH�
RI�-LH\L�E\�WKLV���,W�ZLOO�EH�LQXQGDWHG�E\�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�
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RI�WKH�:XQRQJORQJ�GDP��%XW�KH�UHIXVHG�WR�VLJQ�WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW¶V�DJUHHPHQW��EHFDXVH�KH�ZDVQ¶W�KDSS\�ZLWK�
WKH�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�RIIHUHG��7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�VHQW�IRXU�RU�
¿YH�SHRSOH�WR�UHPRYH�KLP�E\�IRUFH�DQG�GHPROLVK�KLV�KRPH��
OHDYLQJ�KLP�QR�RSWLRQ�EXW�WR�SXW�XS�D�WHPSRUDU\�VKDFN�E\�
the roadside.

,Q�WKH�DUHD�WR�EH�ÀRRGHG�E\�WKH�7XRED�GDP�/L�<XURQJ�IURP�
WKH�YLOODJH�RI�%DLML[XQ�UHIXVHG�WR�DOORZ�DVVHVVRUV�LQWR�KLV�
KRPH��DV�KH�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�VWDQGDUGV�
ZRXOG�EH�

&RXOG�VXFK�RSSRVLWLRQ�EH�JLYHQ�OHJDO�VXSSRUW"�;X�%LQ��
D�ODZ\HU�ZKR�UHSUHVHQWV�SHRSOH�ZKR¶YH�EHHQ�UHVHWWOHG��
VD\V�WKDW�DFFHVV�WR�JRYHUQPHQW�GRFXPHQWV�YLD�IUHHGRP�RI�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHTXHVWV�ZRXOG�EH�QHHGHG�WR�DQVZHU�WKLV��%XW�
IRU�WKHVH�IDUPHUV��WKDW¶V�QR�HDV\�WDVN�

Government resettlement

5HVHWWOHPHQW�IRU�WKH�'DFKDRVKDQ�GDP�ZDV�KDQGOHG�E\�WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW�±�WKH�ORFDO�JRYHUQPHQW�VLJQHG�D�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�
GDP�FRPSDQ\��ZKLFK�SURYLGHG�D�FHUWDLQ�OHYHO�RI�IXQGV��7KH�
JRYHUQPHQW�WKHQ�XQGHUWRRN�WR�UHVHWWOH�WKH�ORFDOV�ZLWKLQ�WKDW�
EXGJHW�

3URYLQFLDO�DXWKRULWLHV�VD\�WKLV�PHWKRG�DYRLGV�ZDVWH�DQG�
LQFUHDVHV�HI¿FLHQF\��+RZHYHU�DFDGHPLF�/LX�=KL�DUJXHV�
LQ�D�UHFHQW�DUWLFOH�WKDW�JLYHQ�WKH�KXJH�VL]H�RI�WKH�WDVN�DQG�
WKH�ODFN�RI�WUDQVSDUHQF\��UHVHWWOHPHQW�IXQGV�PD\�ZHOO�EH�
PLVXVHG�

<X�;LDRJDQJ�VD\V�WKDW�³WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�LWV�RZQ�
LQWHUHVWV�WR�FRQVLGHU��DQG�FDQ�UHO\�RQ�WKH�SXEOLF�VHFXULW\�DQG�
DUPHG�SROLFH�IRUFHV�±�LW¶V�PXFK�VWURQJHU�WKDQ�D�FRPSDQ\�´�
+H�SRLQWHG�WR�RQH�FDVH�LQ�/DRV�RQ�WKH�0HNRQJ��)LUVW�WKH�
GDP�FRPSDQ\�KDG�WR�DJUHH�RQ�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�ORFDOV��
DQG�WKHQ�WKH�DJUHHPHQW�ZDV�VXEPLWWHG�WR�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�
IRU�DSSURYDO�

%XW�6KL�*XRTLQJ�EHOLHYHV�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�QHHGV�WR�WDNH�WKH�
OHDG��6KL�VD\V�WKDW�VLQFH������&KLQD�KDV�UHVHWWOHG����PLOOLRQ�

SHRSOH�WR�PDNH�ZD\�IRU�UHVHUYRLUV�DQG�K\GURSRZHU�SURMHFWV�
±�PRUH�WKDQ�LQ�DQ\�RWKHU�FRXQWU\��5HVHWWOHPHQW�RQ�WKLV�VFDOH�
FDQQRW�EH�QHJRWLDWHG�KRXVHKROG�E\�KRXVHKROG�

Problems linger for displaced in Ganlanqing 

7KH�GD\�,�OHIW�*DQODQTLQJ��/L�6KLORQJ�WRRN�PH�WR�VHH�D�SRQG�
WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�¿OOHG�XS�ZLWK�VDQG�ZDVKHG�GRZQ�IURP�WKH�
¿HOGV��(LJKW�VLPLODU�SRQGV��IHG�E\�SLSHV�OHVV�WKDQ�WKH�ZLGWK�
RI�D�PDQ¶V�ZULVW��ZHUH�WKH�RQO\�VRXUFH�RI�GULQNLQJ�ZDWHU�
IRU�������SHRSOH��%XW�VRLO�HURVLRQ�KDG�OHG�WR�WKH�SRQGV�
VLOWLQJ�XS�±�D�SRQG�FOHDUHG�RQH�GD\�PLJKW�EH�¿OOHG�LQ�E\�DQ�
RYHUQLJKW�GRZQSRXU��7KLV�PHDQW�ZRUVHQLQJ�ZDWHU�VKRUWDJHV�

/L�SLFNHG�XS�D�SHVWLFLGH�ERWWOH�IURP�WKH�RXWOHW�RI�RQH�SRQG�
±�WKH�SHVWLFLGH�VSUHDG�RQ�WKH�QHLJKERXULQJ�¿HOGV�ZLOO�EH�
ZDVKHG�LQWR�WKH�FKDQQHO�

6ROYLQJ�WKH�SUREOHPV�RI�SHRSOH�GLVSODFHG�E\�WKH�
'DFKDRVKDQ�GDP�ZLOO�WDNH�DW�OHDVW�D�JHQHUDWLRQ��KH�
VD\V�

Meng Si is a special correspondent for chinadialogue. 

China has moved 20 million people to make way for dams and reservoirs 

since 1949 .
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水电站边的“非移民”
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小河村民因没有移民的身份而少被关注，但水电建设仍对他们的生活产生了深刻的影响。

© International Rivers
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భࡇحھрϡนс䩟ҩѓ
҂ຝᆟ䦚ᓠধ࠭рϡนсϼ䩟ҩ
ӈۖѓϱһတ䦚ᓠᶒิрϡс
ϥҩӈ྄ѓ䩟њϱҍҩԥঞѯ
ݐϬЩ૯భ��Єݱ䩟ڋຽھ䦚ࣝభھ
Ϫр䩟ҩѓϡगсϩϼښᣆ䦚

Л䩟з२ूсЗٰࡇح
భھЛϡϥӈ྄сђϴ�ё䩟Ԫ��
ёϺ��ё䦚ϸ�ёЅҟёЁ࣠ࣝगс
ёߚݘѯభھਤ䦚�ёњөсХѯ
ھ䦚ԔϥѴϨђХϦϽऎ��ᣆ䦚
ԷјЁЬХ䦚цӊ۔ஓХϡगс䩟
ϥ䩟ӈ྄фूثЛӈ྄ϡࡇح
ϡ৷ϥڜݖѓ䦚Ԕધٷ՜ӈ
྄䩟ӈ྄ԣܾІѝѪѯоԜܴϡ
Л֚䩟ϴ՜۵ӓӈ྄ӛ٧ϡܗЌᐐ
ፅϩࡳԍޅ䦚

ЋѮАభھϴϤҘगс䩲ӹЋ
ѧёӓूцభھϡсђϩט
ӳ৷䦚䦧ӾЗҢЏ؎ԚҞू
ৰ䦚䦨ӾЗ܀ӸсϡओՄϽϿϡభ
ࢳࡏѴϨϽЄӔھЛ䦚ϸԈభھ
ۗ䩟ЬϼРѺ䦚Ԯӊсϡฦຂ
ཫ䩟ӔҮюЋభھЙТ҅ЅѪϡ
ϣחд䦚

ूϤ܉

ԪЩ૯భځ܊ЎҵϤ䩟Ϩ૯
цӌϡϣәсϼ䩟ϩӪӏࠚж䦚Է
ЅଂϣϣӏϩϪрϡ䩟֙аࡇح
ϡ֬䦚ൊЎϡϥঞϡᆟࠚ䦚

ө��Єۗϡ֬ԥঞϨࡇح
ӈ྄།ࠀஓХѯјϡगсϼ䦚ҡϪ
ӔҮݼІ֙ϦҖёЄ䩟ࠚӓ൙њ҇
ϼުфນ⅒䦚ࡇحЛ䩭䦧Ғҝӈ྄
ϡϪϱϴс䩟ϢϲچјЙЧٰू
ঠ䦚䦨ϸϥјϡ೫ଯ䩟јूֳܨ

оӌݸثಅ䩟Ԕӈ྄ϡϪϱРӪ
ҋ䩟ूԪ۔ϱР䦚

рҩϡсϩ���ᣆ䦚ҩࡇح
ӈ྄ѓϡ�ёѦ䩟ϥࡖӵຝϡሹ
ᆟ䦚�ёњӈ྄ЬϩҒஓХ䩟ґϥ
ҩӈ྄ࠃϦ૧ଊޚ૧䦚њϱ૧ЇϤ
Ѓௗ䦚ھଓ᤹Ϧభ࣊Ϧ䩟ӈ྄ޚ
Ҙрϡ࠴ТھაЃௗϡభࡇح
ϦՖЧ䩟֙ϨϦЃב䩟ө့֬
ௗϪ֍ϱ֙аϡࠚж䦚

ثϤׯЛ䩟Ғҝ՜֣ϣࡇح
䩟йњ֬ϤЌІԑТ҅ϡҦ䩟ݸ
Іѝϲϱבа֙䦚

䦧ࡇحЛ䩭ूѯҟрϦᶳ
Ӥ䩟Ϧϣֺᓲོᓀ䩟ࠃϦඈ䩟
䦚ूޢϥਤ䩟ԔϽрҢЏϤڲ
Ϥ܉ၖХगсϡѨ䦚䦨�భھሟֳू
оӌ䩟ԔϥӾЗٰభھ䦙ఌЎ
৷ϡ߇ӗҳϣࣔ֩ݾӔҮڗڒ䩟
ѴܥڗцРЧϡѨϤૺ䦚

Ӫёӓปײ�Ϭ໋ϡϼ࡛ھЧ
֧ӊࢿළϡӈ྄՟טઠѨ䩟Х
Ϧբ䦚Іъйњ䩟Щ૯భϡభھЬ
ϩӐЧװРू䦚

՜֣ϡբж䩟ݸثѯूֳ
۠ѵ֡۔䦚

իѴӥב

ᓠধ࠭ЬϩӋޅܥ䩟Їӵ০Ϧ
цूϡۉ䦚ЇܙϥӹЋफ़ӈ
྄ӔҮϨ�ёњҒऎХϦगс䩟јϴ
ϤϱूઌൖРϡ٭᷾ߒ䩟ݾϲ
ϤϴϦ䩟зњХϥІѝՐ᷾ߒـ䦚

ᓠধ࠭фӪݐభھϡсϨӈۖ

ҽ䩟ϥᆴһတϡԿс䦚�ёޕࠃ
њӈۖХϦсѯభھ䩟ԔϥѪ֚
Ӑน҇䦚ᓠধ࠭Л䩭䦧Ӿ२ूઌൖ
ѯభ᷾ߒھ䩟ԔϥѴϨϤ܉Ϧ䦚䦨Ϩ
ӳઌൖϤטцРЧϡܥϡूڗ
ૺ䩟భھӹױѪ֚ॗϺ٭᷾ߒ䦚

Ԫ੫ϺІѝӾϼЩ૯భైॵ
ӗ䩟ҳϦԏЄё䩟ᓠধ࠭ҢЏЗ
ҽѿڜҳϤЎЧϦ䩟І٭ՐϦݚ�
गс䩟ϸϥјϨ֔ӌӋ֞ϣ᷾ߒׄ
ёЎϡـ䦚ѴϨᓠধ࠭ϤЂоЧ
Ӌ֞䩟јЂϨрোיж䦚ґӹЋग
сվ䩟рѦगсϼϡ҅ϣرђؑ���
ϳϲݾԟϦ䩟јҢЏ᷾ߒᄯঞϡग
с䩟ӐܹѢԆϡ䦚䦧֔ӌӋ֞ॎѼԝ
ϨрᄌϡЄ䩟ԔՐએЇϽ䩟ХϥЂ
Ҙϱ䦚䦨ᓠধ࠭Л䦚

ԔϥӑЋైॵӗ䩟ᓠধ࠭࣊Ѽ
՜֣䦚䦧ҒҝϤݸثѯభѦूֳܨ
ЌஓХगс䩟ϢЙूֳܨѯϢЙ
ϣϬҡёϪ҅҃ॣ䦚ѯҟϪҟϬࠃ
֊��ׄϡਤ䦚ϤРϢЙХϥѸֳܨ
ஓХगс䦚䦨

��ۗϡർѺᏕ��ёӓผϺЩ૯
భ䩟ӈ྄сњ䩟ђϩௗарѦൊ
Ў�ᣆ�дсน҇䦚ԧϡ࿆ਜ਼����ё
ϨһӈۖӋ֞ЗϨҘрϡբϼ߁ϼ
Ӟሃ䩟Ўᅔ䦚ϣрѧטϡԳ҅
ЁϨർѺᏕӱϼ䦚ࠚжЎϡ
Ꮧ䦙יжϡѺ٭ЁўаϣрѧטТ
҅ᅗԡ䦚䦧ѴϨభѦϪטքϱքЄ䩟
ϼϡஔքϱքվ䩟һЇԸվ䩟ѓځ
һϣϬ֊ЁϴՐ٭Єـ䦚䦨�ѵё
ӓӛ۔ԋϡݾᪧ䩟ѸўർѺᏕК
ּю䦚ӈ྄сЗർѺᏕϡ࿆ਜ਼ђ
ϩ�ۗ䩟ϤҌѨ䦚ӹЋԍਁӚЏՉ䩟
ӳ৷ЇӔϤטӾёٰूϡٍس
ЏґҌ䦚

www.chinadialogue.net ·29·



ધٷӋӈҦϺܗЌᐐፅԍ
Ҍ䦧ЬϩНйѯϡӈҦ䩟ϩݍ䩟ҩޅ
ԈϩϡЇϥц઼֔خϡ䦚䦨ધٷঊӈ
Л䩭䦧ׁڗ䩟ҰڗҰފھև໋
ЗϿݍऩϧϡ䦚䦨سڦେआϦӈҦ䦚

ܥϡूࡧҮ֡Р়߲ࡇح
ЏҌ䩟ࢿළٰ߇һӈۖ๒ϡ
৷ϥڜݖѓ䩟ґٰభھϡઌൖϥ�
ё䦚ϸϬҴࣸϡᆉᅌٍభھЙҀϺ
իϦ䦚ԔӾ֭ٷЧٰϸ֧ܥಚ
ӥ䩟јЛјϤ֜䦚

భھϡऩؒϤϥЬϩ֚ث䦚ܚ
��䩟࣠ࣝٷऩધݍݳಋؔॼߟ��ё

֡Рϡ䦭ЅмϪھфмगс܉ԑ
֚䦮䩟ைЗٍѓगсࡳϣડϤս
Р�ё䦚ӹױ�ёϡࡳНЌϥӈ྄ф
ूЎϡׁӎ䦚ϸ҇єୂЎ䩟
భھНйूזൾՏ৭䩟Ғҝӈ
྄Ьϩ֚ಋڶНϡ࢙Ҵ䩟ϲЌϴҘ
భھϡс䦚

аЗҽԵᅴ䩟Ԯӊ�ё৷ϡڦ
Ѩ䩟Ϩҡϣڊభھϡ֭ষѦքϱք
থฦ䦚ϸϬฦຂНЌϴϣׯฦຂ
ЎЧ䦚ґёڴϣڊϡభھॎѼцϸ
ϬಅѪ֬ࣄ䩟ԡ۲੫߈ѯ
јЙϡ䦙ଏڦјЙӗϽϡϸϬϤכ
ϡ֭ষ䦚
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ۘھիһӈޕࠃϡؙড়ϱІ
ϡናՊ䦚Єھӆӱ䩟ЇϱІࡄ֞
ёӓЩ૯భభٰ߲ھһៜࣻرϡ
֥כ䦧ઠѨ䦨䩟њϱטϣвЧӈ྄՟ھ
Ϧ௬䩟ھЏϺϦϣԈਤ䩟Ԕ
Щ૯భӹЋϤϥھ䩟ЬϩԼϺ
ѮА۱೯䦚۵ӓХЬϩޢ߿ϡ֚ಋ
фڹԮڀϸϣणϪϡ॒؝䦚

ট䩟�Ѕ֔цҦئऎ֭ٷ
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2Q�P\�ZD\�WR�WKH�0DQZDQ�GDP��,�KDSSHQHG�WR�VWRS�DW�WKH�
YLOODJH�RI�;LDRKH�LQ�<XQQDQ��7KH�0DQZDQ�GDP�ZDV�WKH�
¿UVW�PDMRU�GDP�EXLOW�RQ�WKH�/DQFDQJ�ULYHU��NQRZQ�DV�WKH�
0HNRQJ�RXWVLGH�&KLQD���ZLWK�ZRUN�VWDUWLQJ�LQ������DQG�
FRPSOHWHG�LQ�������;LDRKH�YLOODJH�ZDV�QRW�ÀRRGHG�E\�WKH�
UHVHUYRLU��EXW�LWV�ODQG�ZDV�XVHG�IRU�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�D�
SRZHU�VWDWLRQ�

+H�=KLFKXQ¶V�¿HOG�ZDV�XVHG�WR�EXLOG�DQ�H[SORVLYHV�VWRUH��
6RQJ�4LQJ\XQ¶V�¿HOG�ZDV�XVHG�WR�PL[�FRQFUHWH��7KH����
KRXVHKROGV�LQ�;LDRKH�YLOODJH�ORVW�DERXW�����mu of land 
�DERXW���KHFWDUHV��LQ�WRWDO�

+H�=LFKXQ�VDLG�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�WROG�WKH�YLOODJHUV�WKH�SRZHU�
SODQW�FRPSDQ\�ZRXOG�RQO\�QHHG�WR�XVH�WKH�ODQG�WHPSRUDULO\��
IURP������WR�������'XULQJ�WKRVH�VHYHQ�\HDUV�WKH\�ZRXOG�
EH�FRPSHQVDWHG�IRU�ORVW�KDUYHVWV��DQG�WKHQ�WKH�ODQG�ZRXOG�
EH�UHWXUQHG��%XW�LQ�WKH�HQG�RQO\�DERXW�KDOI�WKH�ODQG�ZDV�
returned.

7KH�SRZHU�FRPSDQ\�FODLPV�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�JLYHQ�LW�WKH�
ODQG�LQ�SHUSHWXLW\��VDLG�+H��%XW�ZKHQ�DVNHG�WKH�SRZHU�SODQW�
UHIXVHG�WR�FRPPHQW��UHIHUULQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�WR�LWV�RZQHU��
+XDQHQJ�/DQFDQJ�5LYHU�&RPSDQ\�

7KH�ORFDOV�FDQ¶W�JHW�WKHLU�ODQG�EDFN�EHFDXVH����\HDUV�
DJR�WKHLU�DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�ZDV�QHYHU�SXW�
LQ�ZULWLQJ��³$W�WKH�WLPH�ZH�WKRXJKW�ZH�FRXOG�WUXVW�WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW�´�UHFDOOHG�RQH�YLOODJHU��7KRVH�YLOODJHUV�DUH�QRZ�
LQ�WKHLU�VL[WLHV�DQG�VHYHQWLHV��DQG�DUH�ODUJHO\�XQHGXFDWHG��

7KH�FRQIXVLRQ�RYHU�WKH�ODQG�MXVW�VHHPV�OLNH�VRPHWKLQJ�WKH\�
FDQ¶W�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�

Not the government’s problem

1RW�IDU�GRZQKLOO�DQG�RYHU�WKH�ULYHU�IURP�;LDRKH�OLH�VHYHUDO�
EXLOGLQJV��7KH�RQO\�RQH�RFFXSLHG�LV�KRPH�WR�+H�=KLFKXQ¶V�
IDWKHU�±�WKH�RWKHUV�DUH�HPSW\�VWRUHKRXVHV�

+H�=KLFKXQ�KDV�SXW�KLV�IDWKHU��ZKR�LV�LQ�KLV�VHYHQWLHV��RQ�WKH�
ODQG�WKDW�WKH�SRZHU�FRPSDQ\�UHIXVHV�WR�UHWXUQ��+LV�IDWKHU�
KDV�OLYHG�DORQH�WKHUH�IRU�WZR�\HDUV��SODQWLQJ�FURSV�DURXQG�
KLV�KRPH��+H�=KLFKXQ�VD\V��³,I�WKH\�FRPH�WR�GHPDQG�
WKH�ODQG�EDFN�,�VHQG�WKHP�WR�VSHDN�WR�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�´�
7KH�FRPSDQ\�SHRSOH�KDYH�FRPH�VHYHUDO�WLPHV��EXW�WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�QHYHU�VHQW�DQ\RQH�

+LV�IDPLO\�ORVW�IRXU�RU�¿YH�mu��DERXW�����KHFWDUHV���ZKLFK�
WKH�SRZHU�FRPSDQ\�XVHG�WR�EXLOG�VWRUHV�IRU�H[SORVLYHV��
$IWHU�VHYHQ�\HDUV�WKH�FRPSDQ\�NHSW�WKH�ODQG�WR�IDUP�SLJV��
DQG�HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKH\�VWRSSHG�UDLVLQJ�SLJV�WKH\�HPSOR\HG�D�
ORFDO�WR�NHHS�ZDWFK��:KHQ�WKH�ZDWFKPDQ�ZHQW�KRPH�VLFN�
+H�=KLFKXQ�WRRN�KLV�FKDQFH�DQG�PRYHG�KLV�IDWKHU�LQWR�WKH�
ZDWFKPDQ¶V�KRXVH�

$QG�LI�WKH�SUREOHP�LVQ¶W�VROYHG��KH�VD\V�KH¶OO�PRYH�LQ�
KLPVHOI�RQFH�KLV�IDWKHU�FDQ�QR�ORQJHU�OLYH�DORQH�

³7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�LQVWDOOHG�PHWKDQH�JDV�SLSHV��GXJ�
LUULJDWLRQ�FKDQQHOV�DQG�EXLOW�D�EULGJH��DQG�FDOOHG�WKDW�

Life in the shadow of 

the Mekong dams

Meng Si spoke to the villagers of Xiaohe on the upper Mekong in Yunnan province who 

lost their land to a hydropower company decades ago and are still waiting for compensation

�������0HQJ�6L�
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FRPSHQVDWLRQ�´�+H�VDLG��³%XW�ZH�DOO�WKLQN�WKDW�LVQ¶W�HQRXJK��
7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�GRHVQ¶W�FDUH�DERXW�XV�JHWWLQJ�RXU�ODQG�
EDFN�´�7KH�YLOODJHUV�ZDQW�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�JHW�LQYROYHG��
EXW�WKH�RI¿FLDOV�ZKR�VLJQHG�GHDOV�ZLWK�WKH�FRPSDQ\�DQG�
WKH�YLOODJHUV�KDYH�OHIW��DQG�WKH�FXUUHQW�RI¿FLDOV�ZRQ¶W�WDNH�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�

$�IULHQG�LQ�JRYHUQPHQW�WROG�+H�=KLFKXQ�WKDW�WKH�ODQG�KDG�
EHHQ�VLJQHG�RYHU�WR�WKH�FRPSDQ\�LQ�SHUSHWXLW\��UDWKHU�WKDQ�
WKH�VHYHQ�\HDUV�WKH�YLOODJHUV�ZHUH�WROG��7KH�YLOODJHUV�IHHO�
FKHDWHG��+RZHYHU�ZKHQ�,�TXHVWLRQHG�+H�=KLFKXQ¶V�IULHQG�
KH�VDLG�KH�ZDV�XQDZDUH�RI�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�

Accepting reality

7KH�SRZHU�FRPSDQ\�XVHG�6RQJ�4LQJ\XQ¶V�ODQG�IRU�PL[LQJ�
FRQFUHWH�DQG�UHWXUQHG�LW�DIWHU�VHYHQ�\HDUV��EXW�LW�FRXOGQ¶W�
EH�XVHG�DV�IDUPODQG��³7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�SURPLVHG�PRQH\�
WR�UHVWRUH�WKH�ODQG��EXW�QRZ�WKH\¶UH�QRW�LQWHUHVWHG�´�7KH�
FXUUHQW�RI¿FLDOV�DUHQ¶W�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�RUDO�DJUHHPHQWV�PDGH�LQ�
WKH�SDVW��VR�WKH�ORFDOV�KDYHQ¶W�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�JHW�WKHLU�PRQH\�

6RQJ�4LQJ\XQ�JDYH�XS�ZDLWLQJ�DQG�VSHQW��������
\XDQ�86�������RQ�UHVWRULQJ�WKH�IDUPODQG�KLPVHOI�±�PRQH\�
KH�KDG�VDYHG�ZKLOH�ZRUNLQJ�DZD\�IRU�D�\HDU��1RZ�KH�ZDQWV�
WR�VWD\�DW�KRPH�ZLWK�KLV�FKLOG��%XW�KLV�VPDOO�SLHFH�RI�ODQG�
RQO\�SURYLGHV�WZR�RU�WKUHH�GD\V�RI�ZRUN�D�ZHHN��VR�KH�
GHFLGHG�WR�UHVWRUH�WKH�ODQG�WKH�SRZHU�FRPSDQ\�KDG�XVHG��
³<RX�HDUQ�PRUH�PRQH\�ZRUNLQJ�HOVHZKHUH��EXW�\RX�VSHQG�
PRUH�WRR��VR�,�RSWHG�WR�FRPH�EDFN�´

%XW�DV�GHSXW\�YLOODJH�KHDG�KH�VWLOO�KRSHV�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�
ZLOO�KHOS�RXW��³,I�ZH�FDQ¶W�KDYH�WKH�ODQG�EDFN��ZH¶G�OLNH�
WKHP�WR�EXLOG�DQ�DFWLYLW\�FHQWUH�IRU�WKH�ROG�IRON��DQG�PRQWKO\�
FRPSHQVDWLRQ�RI����\XDQ�86�����D�PRQWK��%XW�ZH¶G�UDWKHU�
KDYH�WKH�ODQG�´

<X�;XHMX�PDUULHG�LQWR�WKH�YLOODJH����\HDUV�DJR��$IWHU�WKH�
SRZHU�VWDWLRQ�WRRN�RYHU�WKH�ODQG�VKH�ZDV�OHIW�ZLWK�MXVW�����
mu������KHFWDUHV��WR�IDUP��+HU�KXVEDQG�ZDV�OHIW�GLVDEOHG�

DIWHU�D�WUDI¿F�DFFLGHQW�RQ�KLV�ZD\�KRPH�IURP�ZRUN�DW�WKH�
GDP��OHDYLQJ�KHU�WR�GR�DOO�WKH�KHDY\�ZRUN��7KH�IDPLO\�LV�LQ�
GHEW�DIWHU�EXLOGLQJ�D�KRXVH��DQG�HYHQ�SD\LQJ�VFKRRO�IHHV�LV�D�
SUREOHP��³7KHUH�DUH�PRUH�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�YLOODJH��IHZHU�WUHHV�
RQ�WKH�KLOOV��OHVV�ZDWHU��<RX�VSHQG�RYHU����\XDQ��86������D�
PRQWK�RQ�ZDWHU�DORQH�´�<X�VDLG�

7KLV�\HDU�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�GURXJKW�OHIW�KHU�ZRUULHG�DERXW�
WKH�KDUYHVW��+HU�KXVEDQG�ZDV�RQO\�¿YH�ZKHQ�WKH�ODQG�ZDV�
WDNHQ�RYHU�DQG�KLV�SDUHQWV�KDYH�SDVVHG�DZD\��VR�QRERG\�
NQRZV�ZKDW�DJUHHPHQWV�ZHUH�PDGH�

:KHQ�WHOHSKRQHG��WKH�SRZHU�FRPSDQ\�VZLWFKERDUG�UHIXVHG�
WR�JLYH�RXW�DQ\�VSHFL¿F�SKRQH�QXPEHUV��7KH�KHDG�RI�WKH�
ORFDO�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�GDP�UHORFDWLRQV�KXQJ�
XS�DIWHU�VD\LQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�JLYHQ�³DW�WKH�ULJKW�
WLPH�´

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�%HLMLQJ�ODZ\HU�;LD�-XQ��WKHUH�LV�RQH�SRVVLEOH�
VROXWLRQ�±�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D�ODQG�PDQDJHPHQW�ODZ�SDVVHG�LQ�
������WHPSRUDU\�DVVLJQPHQWV�RI�ODQG�VKRXOG�QRW�QRUPDOO\�
ODVW�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�\HDUV��7KHUHIRUH�WKH�DJUHHPHQW�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�FRPSDQ\�DQG�WKH�ORFDO�JRYHUQPHQW�PD\�QRW�EH�RI¿FLDO��
,I�WKH�SRZHU�FRPSDQ\�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�OHJDOO\�UHFRJQLVHG�
SURRI��LW�PD\�KDYH�WR�UHWXUQ�WKH�ODQG�

%XW�ROGHU�YLOODJHUV¶�UHFROOHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�GHDO�DUH�JHWWLQJ�
KD]LHU�DV�WLPH�JRHV�RQ��DQG�WKLQJV�PD\�QHYHU�EH�FOHDUHG�XS��
<RXQJHU�YLOODJHUV�GRQ¶W�UHPHPEHU�WKH�DFWXDO�HYHQWV��EXW�
KDYH�JURZQ�XS�ZLWK�WKHLU�SDUHQWV¶�VWRULHV�RI�LQMXVWLFH�

<HDUV�DJR�WKH�ORFDOV�RI�;LDRKH�MRLQHG�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�KDG�
ORVW�WKHLU�KRPHV�WR�SURWHVW�RXWVLGH�WKH�SRZHU�VWDWLRQ��%XW�
DOWKRXJK�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�ZDV�SDLG�WR�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHUH�
UHORFDWHG��QRWKLQJ�ZDV�GRQH�IRU�WKH�UHVLGHQWV�RI�
Xiaohe.

Meng Si is a special correspondent for chinadialogue.
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Part 3:Downstream development 

           in Southeast Asia

ὧԍ૯Ўղ��۪ϡтࣁ



湄公河建坝再惹争议

๘۱૦䦛ᚳܨ

ҡϣҺࠃᗎᒩៜ䩟ࡣаὧԍ૯ቋмрэކࡣࣇخࠍઁ״䩟სԚэтὧԍ૯䦚
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ܲሪϡ՝ᕤஂ೮с䩟Һسϩ䦧࡛ףӏ
Щޱ䦨ϡ೮с䦚ϣԈݒԵईϽ䦙
һ֝ࣘᤑ䩟࣏юฅϡᙧ䩟ԷЅ
зЯӜϡϥ႘൛ᙧ䦚ϣԈᒨЅ
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Ͻ䦚

Ԕഐᒩ૯ϥϬຎ֔䦚૯ࢭ
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З࣏юϡϥାԵґۘᙧ䦚ӹױഐ
ᒩ௱ֿळ֡Ҳ䩟юЋᪧࡵϽ֝
ֿळ➑ղϡଂϣ֡Ѭ䦚൬۠Ϩϣё
ЅϡԷјЗҽ䩟ϼ࡛ϼݚϡֿЇϴ
ԼѬഐᒩԟюڝࡵԛ➑ղ䦚

����ё�֊��я䩟ҡҌϿὧ
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䦚ࡑ
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ӈۖៜԚԝϤڲϽ䩟ϥὧԍ૯ݾ
ԵؤҜ֝بзЩϡһӈۖៜ䦚
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ᒩϨТӗфݘсҏҽՖҲӗயڒ
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ЁКᘉھॵ䦙ὧԍ૯ቋخ
һࠃៜϿцϸԈֿणݘТؙড়䦚

՝ᕤஂс߇ϥԒ֎ϼзϽϡۘ
Ҝᕱࡎ٩һዉԿ䩟ࢹحڗϽϡԸ٩
ЁϿؙড়Ϻ؎߇йݱߵϬὧԍ૯
Եֵṭᰎᒕ䦙ҡ䦙мϡмھ
ТڋфېԘప䦚

ႛዢֿण➑ղ

һៜэт࠱Їઌڶ䩟ЬϩֿЌ
РᗎᒩៜϺܼϼղ䦚ϤР䩟֡ޢ
јЙ٤оϦࡔϣ҇Ҥଈ䦚јЙӔэ
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ԷಈѓЈϡբ۶䦚јЙХЛ䩟Ͽ࢙

ԥؤԝࢹϤֿߛ؍णϡਆҜ䩟й
ँվֿळ֡РӈۖЗҩඵՊঊӚϡ
єୂ䦚

॓ѺрфخࢲϪࡲЁц॔فױ
ݮ֏䦚РЧ䩟ҒױথϡІѼֿ
ѬԪ۔ЌҩכҲբ۶юۋ༗ڊ䦚Ї
ЬϩϪ୳ૢРֿळ֡РЈਆҜϡ
ଛ䦚ूҽॵὧԍ૯ణϿ҅ࡖ
ૺ؝ԑԁὧԍ૯ϩԮϡѨ௱䦚؎
ॵ܋о䩟۠վ���ϡֿळ➑ղЗЁ
ϴۨѬЈϡٻϪֿ֞Ѭ䦚॓Ѻ֎૦
䦚ۋЋϸЪԡԼЏюڶৄ

����ё䩟��֧Ꮰؙࡢড়ϡ॓Ѻ
р࠾Ӝঊ៲ҡू䩟ݍЛԪ
Ү௸ࡠ֏ϱЃ䩟ᗎᒩៜ߃юϡഡ
೯䦚ϣսРؚհϱϡϲӔ
ۏড়߯ຽؙ॒ࢲᗎᒩៜϡՉڤ
Գϴϡֿण➑ղױо䩟ϨҒ܋Їݍ
֡Ѭϼ߃ࠃһៜϤНԼ䦚Ѽґ䩟
эт۔࠱ԑϿϸԈϤ۱ϡ୳ૢֲ
ҝ䩟јЙ֔ࡔоࡢϦϣۏ߯ࢲڤ
հԗѯዉۋю߃ीһѬۨل䩟ݍ
ϱ࡙Ͻ೯䩟ӎЗഐྺܼᏛҳ૯Ӕ
䩟ЈһѬНйँݮӊР֏эӵ૮؝
䦚ࡺש٤పԷјھԷय़Ҩ䩟Ћዉڴ
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-XVW�EHIRUH�WKH�0HNRQJ�5LYHU�HQWHUV�&DPERGLD�IURP�/DRV��
LW�VSOLWV�LQWR�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�EUDQFKHV�DQG�SOXQJHV�RYHU�WKH�
���PHWUH�JUHDW�IDXOW�OLQH��7KH�UHVXOWLQJ�PD]H�RI�EUDLGHG�
FKDQQHOV�IRUPV�WKH�PDJQL¿FHQW�ZHWODQG�RI�6LSKDQGRQH��RU�
³IRXU�WKRXVDQG�LVODQGV´��6RPH�RI�WKH�FKDQQHOV�DUH�ODUJH�DQG�
VWHHS��IRUPLQJ�VSHFWDFXODU�ZDWHUIDOOV�±�QRWDEO\�WKH�SRSXODU�
WRXULVW�DWWUDFWLRQ�RI�WKH�IDOOV�DW�.KRQH�3KDSKHQJ��0DQ\�
VPDOOHU�FKDQQHOV�LQ�EHWZHHQ�DUH�HTXDOO\�VWHHS�DQG�FRQWDLQHG�
LQ�QDUURZ�JRUJHV���

7KH�H[FHSWLRQ�LV�WKH�+RX�6DKRQJ�FKDQQHO��ZDWHU�SDVVLQJ�
WKURXJK�LV�PXFK�PRUH�JUDGXDO�LQ�LWV�GHVFHQW��PDNLQJ�LWV�
ZD\�DFURVV�WKH�IDXOW�OLQH�LQ�D�VHULHV�RI�UDSLGV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�
IDOOV��7KLV�PDNHV�+RX�6DKRQJ�WKH�PRVW�SDVVDEOH�IRU�¿VK��
,W�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�RQO\�SDVVDJH�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�VLJQL¿FDQW�
QXPEHUV�RI�¿VK�PLJUDWH�GXULQJ�WKH�GU\�VHDVRQ��HYHQ�DW�
RWKHU�WLPHV�RI�\HDU�LW�LV�WKH�FKDQQHO�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�PRVW�
RI�WKH�PLOOLRQV�RI�¿VK�XQGHUWDNLQJ�WKHLU�FRPSOH[�VHDVRQDO�
PLJUDWLRQV�SDVV�

2Q����6HSWHPEHU�������WKH�/DR�JRYHUQPHQW�QRWL¿HG�WKH�
0HNRQJ�5LYHU�&RPPLVVLRQ�RI�LWV�LQWHQWLRQ�WR�SOXJ�+RX�
6DKRQJ�ZLWK�D�K\GURHOHFWULF�GDP��NQRZQ�DV�'RQ�6DKRQJ�
DIWHU�WKH�LVODQG�RQ�WKH�HDVWHUQ�EDQN�RI�WKH�ZDWHUZD\��7KH�
GDP�LV�WR�EH�EXLOW�E\�D�0DOD\VLDQ�SURSHUW\�FRPSDQ\��0HJD�
)LUVW�&RUSRUDWLRQ�%HUKDG��7KH�FRPSDQ\�DOVR�KDV�WZR�VPDOO�
LQYHVWPHQWV�LQ�WKHUPDO�SRZHU�LQ�6DEDK�LQ�%RUQHR�DQG�
&KLQD��EXW�QR�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�EXLOGLQJ�GDPV�RU�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�
/DRV�

Laos mutes opposition to 

controversial Mekong dam 

Laos’ decision to push ahead with the Don Sahong dam marks the beginning of 

 a race to the bottom between countries that share the Mekong

3KLOLS�+LUVFK

7KH�'RQ�6DKRQJ�GDP�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�JHQHUDWH�����
PHJDZDWWV�RI�SRZHU��ZKLFK�SXWV�LW�DW�WKH�VPDOOHU�HQG�RI�WKH�
VFDOH�RI�WKH�PDQ\�GDPV�FXUUHQWO\�EHLQJ�SODQQHG�LQ�/DRV���,W�
LV�E\�IDU�WKH�VPDOOHVW�RQ�WKH�0HNRQJ�PDLQVWUHDP�

%XW�¿VKHULHV�H[SHUWV��HQYLURQPHQWDO�JURXSV�DQG�
FRPPXQLWLHV�XS�DQG�GRZQ�WKH�0HNRQJ�5LYHU�DUH�DODUPHG�
DW�ZKDW�WKH�EORFNDJH�PLJKW�PHDQ�IRU�WKH�KXQGUHGV�RI�
VSHFLHV�RI�¿VK�WKDW�XQGHUWDNH�WKHLU�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�VHDVRQDO�
PLJUDWLRQV�DFURVV�WKH�IDOOV�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKHLU�VSDZQLQJ�DQG�
IHHGLQJ�F\FOHV���

7KH�6LSKDQGRQH�DUHD�LWVHOI�LV�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�ODUJHVW�DUWLVDQDO�
IUHVKZDWHU�¿VKHU\��VR�DQ\�PDMRU�LPSDFW�KDV�VHYHUH�
LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�OLYHOLKRRGV�DQG�IRRG�VHFXULW\�ERWK�LQ�WKH�
IDOOV�DUHD�LWVHOI�DQG�IRU�FRPPXQLWLHV�DORQJ�WKH�0HNRQJ�LQ�
&DPERGLD��/DRV�DQG�7KDLODQG�

'LVUXSWLQJ�¿VK�PLJUDWLRQ

(YHQ�WKH�GHYHORSHUV�DFFHSW�WKDW�QR�¿VK�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�SDVV�
XSVWUHDP�WKURXJK�WKH�'RQ�6DKRQJ�GDP��+RZHYHU��WKH\�

&KLQD·V�GDP�ERRP�RQ�WKH�XSSHU�
0HNRQJ�KDV�IXHOOHG�K\GURSRZHU�
DPELWLRQV�ORZHU�GRZQ�WKH�ULYHU�LQ�
6RXWKHDVW�$VLD��

“

´
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SURSRVH�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�VROXWLRQ��:RUN�LV�DOUHDG\�XQGHUZD\�
WR�FOHDU�DQG�OHYHO�WZR�DGMDFHQW�FKDQQHOV�±�+RX�6DGDP�DQG�
+RX�;DQJ�3KHXDN�±�WR�PDNH�WKHLU�JUDGLHQWV�PRUH�DPHQDEOH�
WR�¿VK�SDVVDJH��7KH�GHYHORSHUV�SURPLVH�WR�VWXG\�¿VK�
PRYHPHQW�GXULQJ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�¿VK�FDQ�IROORZ�
WKHVH�³LPSURYHG´�PLJUDWLRQ�URXWHV��7KH\�DOVR�SURPLVH�WR�
LQVWDOO�³¿VK�IULHQGO\�WXUELQHV´�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�PRUWDOLW\�RI�¿VK�
WKDW�JHW�FKXUQHG�WKURXJK�WKH�SRZHUKRXVH�RQ�WKHLU�ZD\�EDFN�
GRZQVWUHDP�

6FLHQWLVWV�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDOLVWV�DUH�VFHSWLFDO���1HYHU�KDV�
D�QDWXUDO�PLJUDWRU\�¿VKZD\�RQ�WKLV�VFDOH�EHHQ�UHSODFHG�E\�
SDUDOOHO�URXWHV��7KHUH�DUH�QR�VWXGLHV�WKDW�VKRZ�WKH�VXUYLYDO�
UDWH�RI�¿VK�SDVVLQJ�WKURXJK�PRGL¿HG�WXUELQHV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�
WKH�JXLGHOLQHV�ODLG�GRZQ�E\�WKH�0HNRQJ�5LYHU�&RPPLVVLRQ��
WKH�LQWHUJRYHUQPHQWDO�ERG\�WKDW�GHDOV�ZLWK�LVVXHV�
VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�ULYHU��DW�OHDVW�����RI�WKH�QDWXUDO�PLJUDWLRQ�
ZRXOG�QHHG�WR�EH�DFFRPPRGDWHG�E\�WKH�QHZ�VHPL�DUWL¿FLDO�
¿VKZD\V��7KH�EXON�RI�ZRUOG�VFLHQWL¿F�RSLQLRQ�LV�WKDW�WKLV�LV�
KLJKO\�XQOLNHO\�WR�VXFFHHG���

$�OHWWHU�ZDV�VHQW�WR�WKH�/DR�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�������VLJQHG�E\�
���OHDGLQJ�VFLHQWL¿F�H[SHUWV��ZDUQLQJ�WKDW�LQ�GROODU�WHUPV�
DORQH�WKH�'RQ�6DKRQJ�GDP�ZRXOG�EH�OLNHO\�WR�GHVWUR\�PRUH�
RI�YDOXH�WR�KXPDQV�WKDQ�LW�FUHDWHV���$Q�HDUOLHU�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
LPSDFW�DVVHVVPHQW��(,$��UHSRUW�IRU�'RQ�6DKRQJ�GDP�DOVR�
ZDUQHG�DJDLQVW�EXLOGLQJ�DFURVV�VXFK�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�¿VK�

PLJUDWLRQ�FKDQQHO��%XW�WKH�GHYHORSHUV�FKRVH�QRW�WR�XVH�
LWV�LQFRQYHQLHQW�¿QGLQJV��LQVWHDG�FRPLQJ�XS�ZLWK�DQ�(,$�
WKDW�SURPLVHV�DQ�HYHQ�EHWWHU�¿VKHU\�RQFH�WKH�FKDQQHOV�DUH�
LPSURYHG�DQG�WKH�¿VKHUV�DUH�SURYLGHG�ZLWK�DOWHUQDWLYH�
OLYHOLKRRGV�WR�WDNH�WKH�SUHVVXUH�RII�KHDYLO\�H[SORLWHG�
FKDQQHOV�VXFK�DV�+RX�6DGDP�

$�IXUWKHU�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FRQFHUQ�LV�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�GDP�
RQ�RQH�RI�WKH�ODVW�UHPDLQLQJ�SRGV�RI�0HNRQJ�,UUDZDGG\�
GROSKLQV��7KH\�UHVLGH�LQ�D�SRRO�LPPHGLDWHO\�EHORZ�WKH�IDOOV��
OHVV�WKDQ�WZR�NLORPHWUHV�GRZQVWUHDP�RI�WKH�GDP�VLWH��$SDUW�
IURP�WKH�QRLVH�RI�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�FKDQJHG�ZDWHU�ÀRZV�
IURP�WKH�GDP�LWVHOI��WKHLU�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�¿VK�PRYLQJ�XS��
DQG�GRZQVWUHDP�PHDQV�WKDW�DQ\�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�¿VKHU\�DOVR�
VSHOOV�GDQJHU�IRU�WKH�VXUYLYDO�RI�WKHVH�IUHVKZDWHU�PDPPDOV�

'RQ�6DKRQJ�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�VHFRQG�GDP�RQ�WKH�PDLQVWUHDP�
RI�WKH�ORZHU�0HNRQJ�WR�EH�SXW�XQGHU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�E\�/DRV�
DIWHU�;D\DEXUL��ZKHUH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�VWDUWHG�LQ�1RYHPEHU�
�������6L[�RI�WKH�HLJKW�SODQQHG�GDPV�RQ�WKH�XSSHU�0HNRQJ�
LQ�&KLQD�DUH�FRPSOHWHG�RU�XQGHU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ���+RZHYHU��
XQOLNH�WKH�;D\DEXUL�GDP��'RQ�6DKRQJ�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�
RIIHUHG�E\�WKH�/DR�JRYHUQPHQW�IRU�SULRU�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�
DPRQJ�VLJQDWRULHV�WR�WKH������0HNRQJ�$JUHHPHQW��7KH�
UDWLRQDOH�JLYHQ�LV�WKDW�'RQ�6DKRQJ�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�WUHDWHG�
DV�D�PDLQVWUHDP�GDP��EHFDXVH�LW�GRHV�QRW�EORFN�WKH�HQWLUH�
PDLQ�VWHP�RI�WKH�ULYHU���7KLV�LV�GHVSLWH�HDUOLHU�GRFXPHQWV�

Experts warn that in dollar terms alone the Don Sahong dam would be likely to destroy more of value to humans than it creates.

© International Rivers
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SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�0HNRQJ�5LYHU�&RPPLVVLRQ�WKDW�KDYH�
FRQVLVWHQWO\�DQG�XQHTXLYRFDOO\�UHIHUUHG�WR�'RQ�6DKRQJ�DV�D�
PDLQVWUHDP�SURMHFW�

8QGHU�WKH�0HNRQJ�$JUHHPHQW�VLJQHG�E\�/DRV��9LHWQDP��
&DPERGLD�DQG�7KDLODQG��DQ\�PDLQVWUHDP�SURMHFW�WKDW�
XVHV�ZDWHU�\HDU�URXQG�UHTXLUHV�SULRU�FRQVXOWDWLRQ���1RQ�
PDLQVWUHDP�SURMHFWV�VLPSO\�UHTXLUH�QRWL¿FDWLRQ��ZLWK�
QR�IRUPDO�SURFHVV�IRU�WDNLQJ�DFFRXQW�RI�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV¶�
FRQFHUQV�DQG�ZLWK�QR�UHTXLUHPHQW�WR�JLYH�QRWLFH�ZHOO�LQ�
DGYDQFH�RI�SURMHFW�FRPPHQFHPHQW��&RQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�'RQ�
6DKRQJ�SURMHFW�LV�VHW�WR�FRPPHQFH�LQ�1RYHPEHU�

Neighbours stay silent

:KDW�GRHV�WKLV�XQLODWHUDO�DFWLRQ�E\�WKH�/DR�JRYHUQPHQW�
PHDQ�IRU�WKH�0HNRQJ�DV�D�WUDQVERXQGDU\�ULYHU"�*LYHQ�
WKDW�'RQ�6DKRQJ�LV�VR�FORVH�WR�WKH�ERUGHU�ZLWK�&DPERGLD��
PDQ\�&DPERGLDQ�1*2V�KDYH�EHHQ�YRFDO�LQ�WKHLU�UHDFWLRQ��
7KH�&DPERGLDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�VDLG�OLWWOH���,Q�SDUW�WKLV�
PD\�EH�H[SODLQHG�E\�WKH�SUHRFFXSDWLRQ�RI�IRUPLQJ�D�QHZ�
JRYHUQPHQW�DIWHU�FRQWHVWHG�HOHFWLRQ�UHVXOWV��,Q�SDUW�LW�PD\�
DOVR�EH�H[SODLQHG�E\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�&DPERGLD�LV�HPEDUNLQJ�
RQ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�DQRWKHU�GDP�ZLWK�SRWHQWLDOO\�GHYDVWDWLQJ�
LPSDFWV�RQ�¿VKHULHV�±�WKH�/RZHU�6HVDQ����ZKLFK�H[SHUWV�
KDYH�FDOFXODWHG�ZRXOG�VLQJOHKDQGHGO\�GHVWUR\����RI�WKH�
HQWLUH�0HNRQJ�¿VKHU\�

9LHWQDP�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�TXLHW�RQ�'RQ�6DKRQJ��7KLV�PD\�
EH�EHFDXVH�WKH�K\GURORJLFDO�DQG�VHGLPHQW�HIIHFWV�RI�'RQ�
6DKRQJ�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�TXLWH�PLQLPDO��9LHWQDPHVH�VFLHQWLVWV�
DQG�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�WKHVH�
WZR�DUHDV�RI�LPSDFW�IURP�PDLQVWUHDP�GDPV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�
GHSHQGHQFH�RI�GHOWD�DJULFXOWXUH�RQ�ZDWHU�ÀRZV�DQG�WUDQVSRUW�

RI�VLOW���0LJUDWRU\�¿VKHULHV�UHJLVWHU�DV�OHVV�LPSRUWDQW��
GHVSLWH�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKH�LQWHUFRQQHFWLYLW\�RI�¿VKHULHV�DORQJ�
WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�ULYHU�

In an earlier article for chinadialogue��,�DUJXHG�WKDW�&KLQD¶V�
GDP�ERRP�RQ�WKH�XSSHU�0HNRQJ�ZDV�IXHOOLQJ�K\GURSRZHU�
DPELWLRQV�ORZHU�GRZQ�WKH�ULYHU��7KHUH�LV�D�VLPLODU�VLWXDWLRQ�
LQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�UDFH�WR�WKH�ERWWRP�LQ�VWDQGDUGV�RI�VXVWDLQDEOH�
DQG�UDWLRQDO�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�WKH�0HNRQJ��ZKHUHE\�HDFK�
FRXQWU\�FKRRVHV�WR�JR�DKHDG�ZLWK�SURMHFWV�LQ�WKH�ZDNH�RI�
XSVWUHDP�FRXQWULHV¶�XQLODWHUDO�DFWLRQV��7KHVH�DFWLRQV�WKHQ�
GLVFRXUDJH�RU�GHOHJLWLPLVH�REMHFWLRQV�WKDW�GRZQVWUHDP�
FRXQWULHV�KDYH�WR�SULRU�RU�FRQFXUUHQW�DFWLRQV�WDNHQ�E\�
XSVWUHDP�QHLJKERXUV�

$�VWURQJ�ULYHU�EDVLQ�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�H[SHFWHG�WR�
LQWHUYHQH�RU�IDFLOLWDWH�UDWLRQDO�GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�GHFLVLRQ�
PDNLQJ�DURXQG�SURMHFWV�ZLWK�SRWHQWLDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�
WUDQVERXQGDU\�LPSDFWV���,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�'RQ�6DKRQJ��WKLV�
ZRXOG�HQWDLO�LPPHGLDWH�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�WKDW�'RQ�6DKRQJ�LV�
LQGHHG�D�PDLQVWUHDP�SURMHFW�DQG�VKRXOG�EH�VXEMHFW�WR�WKH�
UXOHV�RI�SULRU�FRQVXOWDWLRQ��+RZHYHU��WKH�0HNRQJ�5LYHU�
&RPPLVVLRQ�LV�QRW�D�VWURQJ�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��7KH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�
LWV�VHFUHWDULDW�ZDLWV�IRU�JRYHUQPHQWV�WR�WDNH�D�VWDQFH���,Q�WKH�
FDVH�RI�WKH�;D\DEXUL��FRQVXOWDWLRQ�SURFHVVHV�DW�OHDVW�IRUFHG�
9LHWQDP�DQG�&DPERGLD�RQ�WKH�VSRW�WR�UHDFW���,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�
'RQ�6DKRQJ��DOORZLQJ�WKH�SURMHFW�WR�JHW�DZD\�ZLWK�D�VLPSOH�
QRWL¿FDWLRQ�PHDQV�D�JUHHQ�OLJKW�E\�GHIDXOW�

Philip Hirsch is director of the Australian Mekong Resource Centre.
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水质和环境中心主任
陈明魁指出：随着海
平面上升、淡水需求
量增大，矛盾可能还
会升级。
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© Greenpeace

湄公河三角洲大面积种植水稻，这里出产的水稻几乎占全国总产量的一半。

© dustysnowcrash
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9LHWQDPHVH�VFLHQWLVWV�VD\�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�ZLOO�SUREDEO\�
H[DFHUEDWH�H[LVWLQJ�HFRORJLFDO�SUREOHPV�LQ�WKH�0HNRQJ�
GHOWD��VXFK�DV�ZDWHU�SROOXWLRQ��VDOLQLW\�LQWUXVLRQ��ORVV�RI�
DTXDWLF�ELRGLYHUVLW\�DQG�ULVLQJ�VXVFHSWLELOLW\�WR�ÀRRGLQJ�

7KHLU�FRQFHUQV�HFKR�D������ZDUQLQJ�E\�WKH�
,QWHUJRYHUQPHQWDO�3DQHO�RQ�&OLPDWH�&KDQJH��,3&&��WKDW�
WKH�0HNRQJ�5LYHU�'HOWD�DQG�WZR�RWKHUV�²�WKH�*DQJD�DQG�
WKH�1LOH�²�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�VXVFHSWLEOH�WR�ULVLQJ�VHD�OHYHOV�

7KH�GHOWD�UHJLRQ�±�D�ORZ�O\LQJ�DUHD�LQ�VRXWKHUQ�9LHWQDP�
GRWWHG�ZLWK�SDGG\�¿HOGV�DQG�VKULPS�IDUPV�±�LV�KRPH�WR�DQ�
HVWLPDWHG����PLOOLRQ�9LHWQDPHVH��\LHOGLQJ�QRW�RQO\�ULFH�EXW�
DOVR�D�WKLUG�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�*'3�

,W�LV�DOVR�DPRQJ�9LHWQDP¶V�SRRUHVW�DUHDV��DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
UHVWRUDWLRQ�SURMHFWV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�DUH�RIWHQ�D�ORZ�SULRULW\�IRU�
RI¿FLDOV�EXV\�WU\LQJ�WR�NLFNVWDUW�D�VOXPSLQJ�HFRQRP\�

³7KH\¶YH�PDGH�VRPH�SURJUHVV��EXW�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�HFRQRPLF�
FULVLV��LQYHVWPHQW�FDSLWDO�LV�D�VHULRXV�SUREOHP�´�VDLG�7UDQ�
0LQK�.KRL��GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�:DWHU�4XDOLW\�DQG�
(QYLURQPHQW��D�JRYHUQPHQW�LQVWLWXWH�LQ�+R�&KL�0LQK�&LW\�
WKDW�PRQLWRUV�ZDWHU�TXDOLW\�LQ�WKH�0HNRQJ�'HOWD�

Large-scale rice production causes soil 

pollution

7KH�SUREOHPV�DUH�URRWHG�LQ�WKH�ODUJH�VFDOH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�
ULFH�SURGXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�0HNRQJ�'HOWD��ZKLFK�QRZ�SURGXFHV�
URXJKO\�KDOI�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�ULFH�

,Q�WKH�����V��WKH�9LHWQDPHVH�JRYHUQPHQW�EHJDQ�WKH�
ZLGHVSUHDG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�VOXLFH�JDWHV��KLJK�GLNHV�DQG�
RWKHU�LUULJDWLRQ�PHDVXUHV�WKDW�ZHUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�FRQWURO�
WKH�0HNRQJ�5LYHU¶V�QDWXUDO�ÀRRG�SXOVHV�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�
ERRVWLQJ�ULFH�FXOWLYDWLRQ��:KLOH�WKH�PHDVXUHV�KDYH�KHOSHG�
9LHWQDP�EHFRPH�RQH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�WRS�WKUHH�ULFH�H[SRUWHUV��
WKH\�KDYH�DOVR�DOWHUHG�WKH�0HNRQJ¶V�DOOXYLDO�ÀRRG�SXOVH�DQG�
FKDQJHG�LWV�HFRORJLFDO�EDODQFH�

)RU�H[DPSOH��ULFH�IDUPLQJ�LQ�WKH�XSVWUHDP�UHJLRQV�RI�WKH�
GHOWD�GLVFKDUJHV�HIÀXHQWV�WKDW�FDXVH�HXWURSKLFDWLRQ�RI�
IUHVKZDWHU�V\VWHPV�DQG�GDPDJHV�¿VK�SRSXODWLRQV��DFFRUGLQJ�
WR�D�UHFHQW�VWXG\�E\�D�WHDP�RI�VFLHQWLVWV�IURP�&DQ�7KR�
8QLYHUVLW\��$QG�EHFDXVH�VR�PDQ\�RI�WKH�GHOWD¶V�VRLOV�DUH�
QDWXUDOO\�DFLGLF��FRQYHUWLQJ�WKHP�WR�ULFH�¿HOGV�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�
WKH�PRELOLW\�RI�KHDY\�PHWDOV�OLNH�DUVHQLF�DQG�FDGPLXP�

/H�$QK�7XDQ��D�SURIHVVRU�DW�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\¶V�FROOHJH�RI�
HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV��VDLG�WKH�RYHUXVH�RI�
IHUWLOLVHUV�DQG�SHVWLFLGHV�E\�PDQ\�0HNRQJ�'HOWD�IDUPHUV�
RQO\�H[DFHUEDWHV�WKRVH�SUREOHPV�

³1DWLYH�¿VK�VSHFLHV�ZLOO�EH�ORVW��DQG�ELRGLYHUVLW\�ZLOO�EH�
GHJUDGHG�´�KH�VDLG��³$QG�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�PD\�EH�ZRUVH�
ZLWK�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�´

7KH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�KLJK�GLNHV�LQ�WKH�GHOWD¶V�XSSHU�UHDFKHV�
KDV�DOVR�FRUUHODWHG�GLUHFWO\�ZLWK�DQ�LQFUHDVHG�ULVN�RI�
ÀRRGLQJ�LQ�&DQ�7KR��RQH�RI�WKH�GHOWD¶V�ODUJHVW�FLWLHV��
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�UHVHDUFK�E\�+LGHWR�)XMLL��D�UHVHDUFKHU�DW�
WKH�-DSDQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU�IRU�$JULFXOWXUDO�
Sciences.

Climate change could worsen 

Mekong Delta woes 

Scientists say climate change will have grave impact on Vietnam’s Mekong Delta, 

D�UHJLRQ�DOUHDG\�EDWWOLQJ�SROOXWLRQ��VDOLQLW\�DQG�ÀRRGLQJ
 

0LNH�,YHV�
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$FFRUGLQJ�WR�)XMLL��XSVWUHDP�GLNHV�VWRUH�D�ODUJH�DPRXQW�RI�
ZDWHU�WKDW�FDQ�EH�GDQJHURXV�ZKHQ�GLNHV�EUHDN��7KDW�ZDV�
HYLGHQW�LQ������ZKHQ�KHDY\�ÀRRGV�LQ�WKH�GHOWD�SURYLQFH�
RI�$Q�*LDQJ�EURNH�WKURXJK�GLNHV�DQG�FDXVHG�GDPDJH�LQ�
GRZQVWUHDP�DUHDV��KH�VDLG�

$QG�ZKHQ�VHDVRQDO�ÀRRGV�VXEVLGH��IUHVK�GDQJHU�VXUIDFHV�LQ�
WKH�IRUP�RI�VDOLQH�LQWUXVLRQ�

%HFDXVH�WKH�0HNRQJ�LV�D�WLGDO�ULYHU��LW�KDV�D�ÀRRG�SXOVH�LQ�
ZKLFK�VDOLQH�ZDWHU�IURP�WKH�6RXWK�&KLQD�6HD�WUDYHOV�XS�LWV�
WULEXWDULHV�GXULQJ�WKH�)HEUXDU\�WR�$SULO�GU\�VHDVRQ��%XW�WKH�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�VR�PXFK�LUULJDWLRQ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��FRXSOHG�
ZLWK�KHDY\�ZDWHU�XVH�LQ�XSVWUHDP�SURYLQFHV��KDV�LQ�PDQ\�
FDVHV�UHGXFHG�VHDZDUG�ÀRZV�RI�IUHVKZDWHU�²�DQG�DOORZHG�
PRUH�VDOLQH�ZDWHU�WR�WUDYHO�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�GLUHFWLRQ�

$�VOHZ�RI�FRQWURYHUVLDO�K\GURSRZHU�GDPV�SURSRVHG�IRU�
VWUHWFKHV�RI�WKH�0HNRQJ�5LYHU�LQ�&KLQD��/DRV�DQG�&DPERGLD�
ZRXOG�RQO\�KHLJKWHQ�WKH�ULVN�RI�PRUH�VDOLQH�LQWUXVLRQ�LQ�
WKH�GHOWD��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�'DR�7URQJ�7X��VHQLRU�DGYLVRU�WR�WKH�
9LHWQDP�5LYHUV�1HWZRUN��D�9LHWQDPHVH�1*2�

³,Q�WKH�0HNRQJ�'HOWD�ZH�KDYH�D�YHU\�GHQVH�FDQDO�V\VWHP��
VR�LI�ZDWHU�LQWUXGHV�LW�LPSDFWV�DJULFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWLRQ�YHU\�
PXFK�´�KH�VDLG��³,W¶V�D�ELJ�LPSDFW�´

International funds to tackle climate change

6HYHUDO�JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GRQRUV�KDYH�UHFHQWO\�
LGHQWL¿HG�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DV�D�FHQWUDO�SULRULW\�LQ�9LHWQDP��
DQG�WKHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�RQJRLQJ�SURMHFWV�DLPHG�DW�PDSSLQJ�
WKH�H[WHQW�RI�WKH�GHOWD¶V�HQYLURQPHQWDO�SUREOHPV�DQG�GHYLVH�
solutions.

7KH�*HUPDQ�DQG�$XVWUDOLDQ�JRYHUQPHQWV��IRU�LQVWDQFH��
DUH�SURPRWLQJ�FOLPDWH�DGDSWDWLRQ�PHDVXUHV�LQ�WKH�0HNRQJ�
'HOWD��DQG�WKH�'XWFK�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�SDUWQHUHG�ZLWK�ORFDO�
UHVHDUFKHUV�WR�GHYHORS�D�����\HDU�SODQ�IRU�VXVWDLQDEOH�
JURZWK�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��7KH�¿UVW�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�SODQ��UHOHDVHG�
LQ�������VXJJHVWV�FORVLQJ�RII�EUDQFKHV�RI�WKH�0HNRQJ�5LYHU�
LQ�WKH�GU\�VHDVRQ�WR�SUHYHQW�IXUWKHU�VDOLQH�LQWUXVLRQ�

2Q�D�UHFHQW�WULS�WR�WKH�0HNRQJ�UHJLRQ�LQ�'HFHPEHU��86�
6HFUHWDU\�RI�6WDWH�-RKQ�.HUU\�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�86�ZLOO�JLYH�
86����PLOOLRQ�IRU�D�QHZ�$PHULFDQ�OHG�SURMHFW�WR�KHOS�
9LHWQDPHVH�FRPPXQLWLHV�DGDSW�WR�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�
´UHYHUVH´�HQYLURQPHQWDO�SUREOHPV��+H�VDLG�WKH�SURMHFW�
ZLOO�EH�DGPLQLVWHUHG�E\�WKH�86�$JHQF\�IRU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
'HYHORSPHQW�

³9LHWQDP�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�YXOQHUDEOH�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�
ZRUOG�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�´�.HUU\�VDLG��³$QG�

A slew of controversial hydropower dams proposed for stretches of the Mekong River will heighten the risk of more saline intrusion in the delta.

© ևჂ॓ښҞ֥ӽ
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ZH�ZLOO�VHH�YHU\�VHULRXV�LPSDFWV�LI�ZH�GRQ¶W�FKDQJH�FRXUVH�
WRGD\�´

7KHUH�DUH�FRQVLGHUDEOH�REVWDFOHV��7KRXJK�GHPDQG�IRU�
IUHVKZDWHU�LV�LQFUHDVLQJ�DFURVV�WKH�0HNRQJ�'HOWD��WKH�
0LQLVWU\�RI�$JULFXOWXUH�DQG�5XUDO�'HYHORSPHQW�KDV�
ODUJHO\�UHVLVWHG�FDOOV�IURP�9LHWQDPHVH�VFLHQWLVWV�WR�DOWHU�LWV�
DPELWLRXV�DJULFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWLRQ�WDUJHWV��ZKLFK�VFLHQWLVWV�
VD\�DUH�HFRORJLFDOO\�XQVXVWDLQDEOH�DQG�VRUHO\�RXWGDWHG�

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�7XQJ�3KXQJ�'XF��GLUHFWRU�WKH�0HNRQJ�
'HYHORSPHQW�5HVHDUFK�,QVWLWXWH�LQ�+DQRL��D�FHQWUDO�SUREOHP�
LV�WKDW�VWDWH�RZQHG�HQWHUSULVHV��62(V��H[HUW�VLJQL¿FDQW�
FRQWURO�RYHU�9LHWQDP¶V�QHDUO\�86���ELOOLRQ�ULFH�H[SRUW�
LQGXVWU\�DQG�DUH�UHVLVWDQW�WR�UHIRUPV�WKDW�ZRXOG�FXW�LQWR�
WKHLU�SUR¿WV�

³:H�GRQ¶W�KDYH�D�SUREOHP�ZLWK�IRRG�VHFXULW\�´�KH�VDLG��
³7KHUH�DUH�D�ORW�RI�62(V�LQ�WKH�DJULFXOWXUH�VHFWRU��DQG�,�
WKLQN�LW¶V�EHWWHU��IRU�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW��WR�VHOO�WKHP�´

$QG�LQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�UHDFKHV�RI�WKH�0HNRQJ�'HOWD��WKH�
FUHDWLRQ�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�RI�FRDVWDO�VKULPS�IDUPV�KDV�OHG�WR�
³VHYHUH�ORVVHV´�RI�PDQJURYH�IRUHVWV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D�-DQXDU\�

VWXG\�E\�D�WHDP�RI�*HUPDQ�DQG�9LHWQDPHVH�VFLHQWLVWV��
6KULPS�H[SRUWV�IURP�9LHWQDP�DUH�QRZ�ZRUWK�86�����
ELOOLRQ�SHU�\HDU��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�VWDWH�FRQWUROOHG�PHGLD��EXW�
VFLHQWLVWV�VD\�WKH�ORVV�RI�PDQJURYHV�LV�SUREOHPDWLF�EHFDXVH�
WKH�WUHHV�KDYH�KLVWRULFDOO\�EHHQ�D�QDWXUDO�GHIHQVH�DJDLQVW�
VWRUPV�DORQJ�WKH�GHOWD¶V�����NLORPHWUH�FRDVWOLQH�

$QG�DV�WKH�VKULPS�LQGXVWU\�JURZV��FRQÀLFWV�DUH�GHHSHQLQJ�
EHWZHHQ�VKULPS�DQG�ULFH�IDUPHUV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�7UDQ�0LQK�
.KRL��+H�VDLG�VKULPS�IDUPLQJ�XVHV�D�PL[�RI�IUHVK�DQG�
EUDFNLVK�ZDWHU��DQG�WKH�FRQÀLFWV�W\SLFDOO\�DULVH�ZKHQ�WKH�
SUDFWLFH�SUHYHQWV�ULFH�IDUPHUV�IURP�JHWWLQJ�WKH�IUHVKZDWHU�
WKH\�UHTXLUH�

7KH�FRQÀLFWV��.KRL�DGGHG��DUH�OLNHO\�WR�ZRUVHQ�DV�VHD�OHYHOV�
ULVH�DQG�GHPDQG�IRU�IUHVKZDWHU�LQFUHDVHV�

Mike Ives is a freelance writer based in Vietnam.
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